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: . Boinb found at Tel Aviv bus stop 

IH^VIV (AP) — A small bomb was found concealed in a loaf 
of bread at a bus stop in Tel Aviv on Tuesday', and dismantled by 
ponce without anyone being injured, police said. A woman 
pa$ser-by discovered the suspkbus-loolang loaf at the bus stop 
c * osc .7“ Aviv university and informed police explosive exp- 
erts^MW apolice spokeswoman, peaking on condition she was 
art identified. Two other bombs were found and neutralised 
safely m towns dose to Tel Aviv on Monday, Israeli media «id 
Or» was hidden in a supermarket 10 kilometres east of Tel Aviv, 
and the other was at a bus stop 16Tdtometres northeast of Tel 
Aviv, In another development, Israeli security forces arrested a 
group Paiestmians who set fire to a bus depot in the Gaza Strip, 
destr oying 1QQ buses, militaiy sources said on Tuesday. The Pal- 
estmians were arrested on Monday, a few hours after the fire at 
the. Erez bus depot, about 64 kilometres south of Tel Aviv.' 
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Merry Christmas 

The Jordan Times will not appear on Thursday/ 
Friday, Dec. 26/27 because of the Christmas hol- 
iday. Our next issue will appear on Saturday, Dec. 
28. The newspaper wishes its readers and adv- 
ertisers a merry Christmas. 
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Gorbachev sends 
get-well message 
to Arafat 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has sent ins 
best wishes to Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat for a speedy 
recovery. Mr. Arafat was visited at 
his residence in Tunis here by the 
Soviet ambassador to Tunisia to 
convey Mr. Gorbachev's good 
wishes, the Palestinian News 
Agency, WAFA, reported. Mr. 
Arafat, who has been suffering 
from flu for sometime, expressed 
his appedation to Mr. Gorbachev 
and thanked him for suppor ting 
Palestinian rights in a letter be 
recently sent to King Hassan n of 
Morocco. Mr. Arafat also handed 
the ambassador a written message 
to the Soviet leader. 

Israel convicts 
reporter for 
travelling to Jordan 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
court cm Tuesday convicted a local 
journalist who travelled to Jordan 
of violating laws prohibiting Isr- 
aelis from visiting countries at war 
with the Jewish state. Aamon 
Kapeliouk, who has dual Israeli 
and French nationality, used a 
French passport to travel to 
Amman last March to cover a 
meeting of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) for the Israeli new- 
;r Yediot Aharonot. He was 
as an Israeli national. 

Hijack bid foiled, 

Iran says 

NICOSIA (AP) — * Security gua- 
rds aboard an Iranian airliner foi- 
led and attempt to hijack the plane 
while on a domestic flight, Tehran 
Radio reported. The radio said the 
attempt was made while the plane 
was flying from Sirri Island off the 
Iranian coast in the Gulf to foe 
south Iranian city of Shiraz. The 
f radio - added that one of foe 
would-be hijackers was killed but 
none of foe passengers or the crew 
was hurt. 

Yemeni leaders to 
hold unity talks 

SANA’A (R) — Sooth Yemeni 
President Ali Nasser Mohammad 
arrived in Sana'a on Tuesday for 
talks with North Yemen’s Pre- 
sident Ali Abdullah Saleh on the 
progress of unity moves between 
their two countries. The official 
SABA' news agency quoted Mr. 
Nasser Mohammad as say ing his 
talks would centre on the work of 
a joint ministerial committee for- 
med in 1 982. The committee met 
in Sana’a earlier this month. 

Sudan to renew 
bid to try Numeiri 

KHARTOUM (R) — An envoy 
of a committee gathering evidence 
against former Sudanese Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri will deliver 
a “documented criminal record” 
to Egyptian authorities next week, 
foe official Sudanese news agency 
said. It quoted committee Cha- 
„ irman Anwar Ezzeldin as saying 
' foe envoy will argue to Egyptian 
officials that Mr. Numeiri does not 
qualify as a political refugee and 
should be extradited to stand trial. 
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Lower House passes 

law on travel tax 
without amendment 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament 
on Tuesday approved the 1984 travel tax law 
under which every Jordanian travelling out 
of the country by air has to pay a fixed fee of 
JD 10 while those travelling by land or sea 
have to pay a fee of JD 5 each. 


* The much- debated law, which 
had to shuttle between foe Lower 
and Upper Houses for three times, 
was approved by foe Lower House 
although foe House had rejected it 
twice hoping to introduce same 
amendments. The amendments 
would have covered foe question 
of whether foe holder of foe pas- 
sport travels alone or together 
with other members of the family 
who might be included in the pas- 
sport pays only JD 10 or JDlOfor 
everyone who is travelling with 
him or her. 

Deputies had also asked foe 
Upper House to exempt students, 
children under foe age of 10 and 
government employees who travel 
on official assignments from pay- 
ing foe travel tax or at least to 
reduce foe tax by half for foe three 
categories. The Upper House in 
its Dec. 2 session rejected foe 
Lower House proposals saying foe 
country needed revenues. 

During Tuesday’s one-hour ses- 
sion, foe Lower House approved 
foe daw as it was originally for- 
mulated by; the government. 
Twenty-seven deputies voted in 
favour ofthe law while the rat; of • 
53 deputies present voted'againstr 
it. 

Deputies Laith Shbeilat, Riyad 


A1 Nawaisah, Ramadan A! Haj- 
jah, Ahmad A1 Koufah, Saoud A1 
Qaddi, Maher Aishid and Hafez 
Abdul Nabbi were absent from 
Tuesday’s session. 

The first to speak after foe 
House approved the law was 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai who 
described the law as “very fair.” 

“Although I was very cautious 
not to interfere in your dis- 
cussions,” foe prime minister said, 
“I would like to stress that foe 
government would have asked 
you to increase the amount of tra- 
vel tax had it not been earlier dis- 
cussed among you.” 

Indirating that foe travel law tax 
will not be a permanent tax, Mr. 
Rifai said “this issue is subject to 
constant change depending on foe 
factual status of foe government's 
revenues and foe country's annual 
budget which changes year after 
year.” 

Referring to foe JD 37 million 
deficit in Jordan’s 1986 budget, 
Mr. Rifai said: “All of you have 
noticed foe huge deficit ahdTfoe 
only way to secure revenues is thr- 
ough lowering expenditures, inc- 
reasing exports, decreasing imp- 
orts and collecting local revenues’ 
in a right manner.”' 

Addressing some of foe dep- 


uties who labelled the travel tax 
law as “socially unfair.” Mr. Rifai 
said: “We are talking of (an issue 
related to) people who can afford 
to leave country. Citizens who pay 
thousands of dinar s abroad and 
whose income will not be affected 
by foe JD 10 travel tax law.”' 

Calling on foe House to con- 
stantly review all foe decisions it 
takes and to revise foe laws it has 
already studied, he said: “I hope 
you will always continue to eva- 
luate and revise any law which has 
been referred to foe House.” 

Had foe Lower House not acc- 
epted foe Upper House stand on 
the travel tax law. Parliament 
would have called for a joint ses- 
sion of foe two Houses to debate 
foe points of disagreement and 
this would have marked foe first 
joint' meeting ever since Par- 
liament was restored in January 
1984. 

Deputies N azih Ammarin, Sal- 
man A1 Qudah, Abdul Baqqi 
Gammo and Daoud Sul aim an 
Daoud, at foe outset of Tuesday’s 
session, urged their colleagues to 
approve the Financial Commit- 
tee’s suggestions to approve the 
law saying it was the only way to 
maintain a fixed amount of rev- 
enues which are needed for Jor- 
dan. They were criticised by Dep- 
uty Youssef A1 A them, who said 
foe travel tax law should be in 
harmony with foe citizen's “soda! 
status.” 

According to Sheikh Gammo, 
foe treasury recexveran amountof 
JD 9 million per year jn foe form 
of travel tax. 

Dr. Athera expressed dis- 
satisfaction for foe House's dec- 
ision to accept the Upper House 
( Continued on page 3) 


Iraq to 
use ‘new 
weapons’ 
in war 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said on 
Tuesday it would soon unleash 
new weapons in the five-year-long 
Gulf war as part of a plan to des- 
troy economic targets in Iran. 

The commander of the Iraqi air 
force. Air Marshal Hamid Sba- 
aban, said in foe army newspaper 
A1 Qadisiya: 

“The near future shall witness 
our employment of new weapons 
taat will surprise the enemy and 
the whole world ” ' 

The statement came a week 
after Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein visited the Soviet Union, 
where Arab diplomats said Iraq 
was apparently seeking fresh arras 
from Moscow. 

No details emerged, but Iraq 
said cm President Hussein's return 
that the visit had strengthened rel- 
ations between the two countries. 

The Soviet Union has taken a 
neutral stand in foe war but has 
friendship treaty with Baghdad 
and is one of its mam arms sup- 
pliers. 

Air Marshal Shaaban said a new 
Iranian offensive was still exp- 
ected “bu t we will use the air force 
as a decisive weapon to crush tins 
aggression.” Iraqi planes, he said, 
had killed many Iranian troops in 
raids on the southern warfront. 

Reports from both sides say 
Iran has massed troops on the sou- 
thern and central fronts and Iraq 
last week asked foe United Nat- 
ions to intervene to prevent a 
major offensive. 

Air Marshal Shaaban said the 


to destiny all remaining economic 
taigets in Iran “ in order to leave it 
without any resources.” 

Iraq has repeatedly raided 
Iran’s main oil terminal at Kharg 
Eland to try to choke off oil exp- 
orts fending Tehran's war effort.- 
Air Marshal Shaaban said: “ We 
can now say with fall confidence 
that Kharg’s installations were 
destroyed' by foe Iraqi air force 
and any repair works have become 
impossible.” 

Iran says foe ter minal is still 
operating, but Air Marshal Sha- 
aban said it was only “Smuggling 
small shipments’.* 1 . 


Gorbachev’s message 
to Assad believed to 
contain mediation offer 


DAMASCUS (R) — Soviet lea- 
der Mikhail Gorbachev has sent 
Syria a message which diplomats 
said on Tuesday they believed was 
an offer to help patch up relations 
with Iraq. 

Syrian official said Mr. Gor- 
bachev's message was delivered to 
President Hafez AJ Assad on Tue- 
sday by the Soviet ambassador in 
Damascus, Feli Fedotov. 

The officials declined to give 
any details. 

But Kuwait’s Arabic daily A1 
Watan reported on Monday that 
the Soviet Union was willing to 
mediate between Syria and Iraq, 
two Arab countries with close 
links to Moscow. 

The paper said the offer was 
discussed with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein in Moscow last 
week and a senior Soviet official 
would visit Damascus on Monday 
to follow it up. 

Syria and Iraq broke relations in 
1980 after President Hussein acc- 
used Damascus of masterminding 
a coup attempt. 


Syria has support© 
five-year-long Gulf 


>rted Iran in foe 
war against 

Iraq. 

The Soviet Union is Syria's 
main arms supplier and has also 
provided much of Iraq’s wea- 
ponry. 

A1 Watan said foe Soviet med- 
iation offer was made “in foe light 
of Israeli and American threats to 
Syria Mid Iranian threats to Iraq.” 

Tension between Syria arid Isr- 
ael has escalated in the last few 
weeks. Last week Israel accused 
foe Syrians of moving missiles up 
to foe Lebanese border, thr- 
eatening regular Israeli rec- 
onnaissance flights over Lebanon. 

Last month Israel said it shot 
down two Syrian MiG jets in a 
dogfight , the first aerial clash since 
foe Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
1982. 

On the Gulf war front, Iraq cha- 
rged that Iran was massing troops 
for a major offensive and last 
week asked the United Nations to 
intervene. 


Shamir wants to find way 
to remove Syrian missiles 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said on Tuesday that Israel must 
find a way to remove Syrian anti- 
aircraft missiles recently deployed 
along the Lebanese border. 

A Foreign Mimstry official, bri- 
efing foreign correspondents, 
quoted Shamir as telling an Ame- 
rican war veterans group that Isr- 
ael could not tolerate foe missiles. 

“The Syrian&are dangerous and 
we cannottolerate these missiles,” 
Shamir was quoted as saying. “We 
most find a way to have them rem- 
ove! but we must have patience.” 

Syria moved batteries of long- 
range Soviet-made SA-2 missiles' 
into emplacements along its bor- 
der with Lebanon after Israel said 
its planes on a surveillance flight 
shot down two Syrian MiG-23s 
over Lebanon last month. 

Israel uses the flights to gather 
intelligence and has bombed east 
Lebanon there 13 times this year. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak' 
Rabin has warned that -foe dep- 
loyment of missiles could escalate 


into a confrontation with Syria. 

But foe London-based Jane’s 
Defence Weekly said on Monday 
that the high risk of war between 
Israel and Syria “has been eli- 
minated” despite the Syrian red- 
eployment of missiles. 

“Military and political experts 
have expressed their opinion that 
foe risk of war which was high fwo 
weeks ago has been eliminated” 
the aufoorifative defence pub- 
lication said in an article from Tel 
Aviv. 

Jane’s said an Israeli spokesman 
confirmed that foe Syrians have 
redeployed their anti-aircraft mis- 
siles. 

“They moved some mixed bat- 
teries of SA-6 and SA-8 missiles 
into Lebanon on foe Beirut- 
Damascus highway” the mag- 
azine sahL 

‘‘Other batteries were placed in 
the area of Baalbek. After strong 
Israeli protests, foe Syrians rem- 
oved these batteries and now they 
are stationed on Syrian soil ” it 
said. 



TALKS ON 5- YEAR-PLAN: HisRoyal 

Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and Planning Minister Abdullah Nsour 


attend a meeting in Salt on Tuesday during which 
various aspects of the J 986-1990 national dev- 
elopment plan were discussed (See page 3). 


JPA strongly condemns killing 
of Arab journalist in Bank 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The Jordanian 
Press Association (JPA) has str- 
ongly condemned foe killing of a 
Pales tinian journalist. Hassan 
Abdul- Halim, in the occupied 
West Bank and urged all int- 
ernational journalists’ federations 
to condemn this crime and to sup- 
port the Palestinian people in their 
struggle for freedom. 

A- JPA statement, carried by foe 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
said the killing was “another link 
in a long chain of Israeli crimes 
committed against our kins men in 
foe occupied Arab regions in fla- 
grant defiance of international 
principles and laws.” 

. “We call on all international 
organisations, trade unions and 
journalists’ federations to con- 
demn thk criminal action by Zio- 
nist terrorist and urge all peace- 
loving nations to stand by foe Pal- 
estinians in their struggle to ach- 
ieve freedom,” the statement said. 

In foe occupied West Bank, 

Palestinian journalists said on 
Monday they suspected mid- 
dlemen working with Israeli con- 
tractors of killing Abdul Halim, 
who had been investigating fra- 
udulent land purchases on foe 
occupied territories. 

Hanna Seniors, editor-in-chief 
of the East Jerusalem daily new- 
spaper AI Fajr, said he did not 
believe police claims that Abdul 
Halim. 36, a member of his staff. 


died while .nuking a bomb. Abdul 
Halim had been missing since Oct. 
3. 

“I am afraid Halim was killed by 
Palestinians involved in fra- 
udulent land deals with Israelis 
and I will denounce them in my 
newspaper soon,”" Seniora told 
Reuters. 

Abdul Halim's mutilated body 
was found on Friday near the West 
Bank town of Rarnallah. Israeli 
police claimed on Monday med- 
ical reports Indicated that he died 
when handlin g an explosive cha- 
rge which included a Soviet-made 
hand grenade. 

Radwan Abu Ayyash, president 
of the Arab Journalists* ' Ass- 
ociation in foe occupied ter- 
ritories, said of foe police report: 
“We reject this fabrication com- 
pletely.” 

He said: "What killed Abdul 
Halim was his pen. He wrote many 
accurate accounts about land 
fraud and cases of foregery where 
Palestinians were cheated out of 
land by dirty people who are tools 
of the occupation authorities.”' 

A number of West Bank Pal- 
estinians have complained they 
were swindled out of land by mid- 
dlemen acting for Israeli con- 
tractors building new Jewish set- 
tlements. 

Two Israelis have been charged 
with swindling potential Jewish 
purchasers of West Bank land and 


Deputy Defence Minister Michael 
Dekel has been questioned about 
his ties with one of foe accused. 

Abu Ayyash challenged police 
to produce evidence that Abdul 
Halim, a father of seven, was inv- 
olved in sabotage or linked to any 
commando cell. 

Israeli Police Deputy Sup- 
erintendent David Cohen, who is 
heading the investigation into 
Abdul Halim 's death, told Ren- 
ters on Tuesday police were not 
ruling out the possibility that he 
was abducted and murdered. 

“We was definitely killed by a 
bomb. The rest we don’t know and 
all possibilities remain open,” 
Cohen said. 

He said police who told rep- 
orters Abdul Halim was killed 
while making a bomb had been 
misunderstood. 

The journalist’s brother, Moh- 
ammad Abdul Halim, told a news 
conference there were signs of tor- 
ture on the body when it was dis- 
covered — burns, missing teeth 
and missing fingernails. 

He said Abdul Halim had been 
wearing different clothes when he 
disappeared two months ago than 
when his body was found. 

Attorney Jonathan Kuttab said 
he was troubled by reports that a 
man said to resemble Abdul 
Halim was seen in an Israeli prison 
a month ago. Israeli authorities 
deny they held the journalist. 


‘Hijacked 9 
Soviet plane 
landed in 
China, 
reports say 

PEKING (AP) — A hijacked Sov- 
iet airliner with 50 people on 
board made a forced landing in 
China’s Inner Mongolia region on 
Dec. 21, sources in Peking said on 
Tuesday. 

Japanese and French news rep- 
orts quoted Chinese sources as 
say ing Chine se Foreign Ministry 
officials were rushed to Hailar in 
Inner Mongolia to handle foe sit- 
uation. 

The officials have returned to 
Peking, the French news service 
Agence France-Presse (AFP) 
reported. 

East European sources in Pek- 
ing confirmed that the incident 
took place but could not provide 
details. 

A duty officer at foe Soviet 
embassy in Peking tokl the Ass- 
ociated Press, “I have no inf- 
ormation about it,” and Chinese 
Foreign Ministry officials were 
unavailable for comment. 

The Aeroflot passenger plane 
reportedly was forced to land near 
Hailar, a rail junction about 1,070 
kilometres northeast erf Peking 
and about ISO kQometxes from 
the Sino- Soviet border. 

The AFP and Kyodo News Ser- 
vice reports gave no uktication of 
what happened to those on board 
or details about the aircraft’s des- 
tination or make. 

Chinese officials spent three 
days in Hailar before ret urni ng to 
Peking, AFP said. It was not 
known if the plane has flown back 
to foe Sovfet Union, or what hap- 
pened to those chi board. 

There has been no mention of 
such an incident in foe Chinese 


Leading Kremlin figure 
removed from party post 


MOSCOW (AP) - The Com- 
munist Party removed Viktor V. 
Grishin, the longest-serving pol- 
itburo member and a leading fig- 
ure in the Kremlin's old guard, 
from his post as Moscow party 
boss on Tuesday. 

The official news agency TASS 
reported Mr. Grishin's removal 
“due to his retirement” in an ann- 
ouncement that skipped the sta- 
ndard note of thanks for his ser- 
vice, indicating he left under a 
cloud. 

TASS did not say whether Mr. 
Grishin would be removed as a full 
member of the politburo, but he 
presumably will lose that post as 
well. Politburo member Nikolai 
A. Tikhonov was removed from 
foe top body after retiring as pre- 
mier earlier this year. 

The brief TASS report said Mr. 


Grishin, 71. was replaced by 54- 
year-old Boris N. Yeltsin at a 
Moscow party meeting presided 
over by Kremlin leader Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev hims elf. 

Mr . Grishin , who was appointed 
Moscow city party chief in 1967, is 
one of the last members of the pol- 
itburo’s “old guard,” who rose to 
power under foe late Leonid I. 
Brezhnev and have been removed 
one by one under Mr. Gorbachev. 

There had been persistent rum- 
ours that Mr. Grishin was on his 
way out, but none of them were 
confirmed and Tuesday’s action 
was unexpected. 

Mr. Grishin's name has been 
linked with a series of rumours 
and scandals involving Moscow’s 
housing construction industry, 
which underwent party inv- 
estigation earlier this year. 


Bethlehem 
celebrates 
Christmas 
under alert 
eyes of 
Israelis 

BETHLEHEM (Agencies) - 
Bethlehem, heavily guarded by 
fully armed Israeli soldiers, was 
decked out with lights and str- 
eamers Tuesday as Christmas eve 
celebrations began in the city 
where tradition says Jesus was 
bom. 

Israeli soldier* carrying aut- 
omatic weapons kept watch over 
Manger Square from rooftoops 
while others used metal detectors 
to check visitors entering foe 
Church of the Nativity which dates 
to the 4th Century A.D. 

The number of pilgrims app- 
eared ro be far less than previous 
years. Arab shopkeepers and Isr- 
aeli officials blamed the decline on 
a recent rush of violence in the 
Middle East. 

Thousands of Palestinians and 
tourists packed Manger Square, 
near foe Church of foe Nativity, to 
greet a procession led by Latin 
Patriarch Giacomo Beltritti from 
Jerusalem to foe town of Jesus 
Christ’s birth. 

But despite the crowds, Israeli 
officials reported a 20 per cent 
drop in foe number of holiday pil- 
grims compared to foe estimated 
20,000 who visited Bethlehem last 
year. 

Security precautions were hig- 
hly visible as Palestinian scouts 
playing bagpipes and drams par- 
aded under foe watchful eyes of 
Israeli soldiers and border police, 
armed with submachine guns. 

“I would like to see no security 
whatsoever at Christinas but we 
do live in an abnormal, crazy sit- 
uation” Bethlehem Mhyor Elias 
Freij told reporters. 

Mr. Freij, himself a Christian, 
.had said he hoped to celebrate 
Christmas as usual despite sec- 
urity arrangements in foe town on- 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

During foe holiday season, tro- 
ops have been patrolling foe city's 
winding alleyways. At foe ent- 
rance to Manger Square, soldiers 
using metal detectors searched vis- 
itors for concealed weapons and 
checked identification papers. 

Others stood guard atop sand- 
coloured stone buildings on foe 
square, which normally serves as a 
parking area but is graced during 
the holidays by a towering Chr- 
istmas tree. 

The tight security failed to 
dampen rhe spirits of pilgrims, 
who have been enjoying clear 
skies and a view of nearby Jer- 
usalem shining in the sunlight. 

Midnight mass was to be cel- 
ebrated in St. Catherine’s Church 
adjacent to the Church of foe Nar- 
ivity. which is built over the grotto 
revered as Lhe birthplace of Jesus. 

Administrative control of the 
Church of the Nativity is shared by 
the Catholics with the Greek Ort- 
hodox and Armenian churches. 
The Eastern rite churches cel- 
ebrate Christmas in January. 

Worshippers unable to get into 
the church were able to watch the 
proceedings on a huge television 
screen outside the church. 

A Protestant service was to be 
held in nearby Shepherd's field. 


Reagan said to have offered talks with 
Soviets on inspection of nuclear testing 


WASHINGTON (R) -President 
Reagan has written a letter to Sov- 
iet leader Mikhail Gorbachev off- 
ering to discuss on-site ins 


1 


of nuclear testing in both cou- 
ntries, the Washington Post said 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper, citing adm- 
inistration sources, said foe tone 
of foe letter was conciliatory. 

No White House spokesman 
was available to comment on foe 
report. On Monday White House 
spokesman Larry Speakes dec- 
lined to comment on a similar rep- 
ort in the Boston Globe. 

Mr. Gorbachev offered on Dec. 
5 to open up some Soviet nuclear 
test sites far inspection if the Uni- 
ted States would join a Soviet 
moratorium on underground nuc- 
lear testing. 

The United States rejected that 
but foe Post said Mr. 
was encouraged enough 


foe tone of Mr. Gorbachev's 
:er to respond. 

On Monday, Mr. Reagan sent 
Congress a report charging the 
Soviet Union with violating some 
provisions of the Strategic Arms 
limitation Treaty (SALT-2) and 
other arms agreements. SALT-2, 
which was never ratified by foe 
U.S. Senate, expires on Dec. 31, 
but foe White House said the Uni- 
ted States would continue to obs- 
erve its terms as long as the Soviet 
Union did. 

A Soviet commentator has acc- 
used President Reagan of using an 
“unworthy” tactic in his report to 
Congress. 

Alexander Malyshkm of foe 
news agency Novosti said in an 
analysis issued Monday night that 
die U.S. administration hid pro- 
duced false charges of Soviet inf- 
ringements so it could blame Mos- 
cow for lack of progress in arms 


control talks. 

Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev 
had agreed at their Geneva mee- 
ting to speed up disarmament 
negotiations, but progress would 
be bard without a change in foe 
U.S. position on space weapons, 
he wrote. 

“This is why foe U.S. adm- 
inistration hastened to 'accuse' its 
negotiating partner in advance in 
order to explain its intransigence 
and to put foe blame on the Soviet 
Union. 

''This is an unworthy method 
and it is regrettable that Ronald 
Reagan, of all people, should have 
submitted this report to foe Con- 
gress ”Malyshldn concluded. 

The first Soviet response to the 
U.S. report came from foe news 
agency TASS which on Sunday 
described it as “a fresh pro- 
paganda fraud.”" 








Beirut hostages face Christmas in 
captivity as church envoy leaves 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Western hostages in Leb- 
anon faced Christmas in captivity after British 
church envoy Terry Waite left Tuesday saying far- 
ther steps were needed to free four kidnapped Ame- 


ricans. 

“The negotiations remain at a 
critical stage " Mr. Waite told a 
news conference before leaving 
for London. “They require con- 
tinued and sustained effort... fur- 
ther steps are required." 

He said he had passed Chr- 
istmas messages to the Americans 
from their families and put “fair 
and just" 1 proposals for their rel- 
ease in face-to-face talks with 
their captors. 

But Mr. Waite declined to say if 
he had seen the Americans during 
his four-day visit. 

It was the third freedom mission 
to Beirut in two months by Mr. 
Waite, personal envoy and tro- 
ubleshooter of Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runrie, spi- 
ritual head of the Anglican 
Church. 

The burly, bearded Waite said 
he was leaving to hold talks with 
other unspecified parties. 

The Americans — journalist 
Teny Anderson, hospital director 
David Jacobsen, university pro- 
fessor Thomas Sutherland and 
Catholic priest Lawrence Jenco — 
appealed in a message to Pre- 
sident Reagan last raoath to have 
them home by Christmas. 

Four Frenchmen, a Briton and 
an Italian are also missing in Leb- 
anon after being abducted earlier 


this year. 

As Mr. Waite headed home, the 
wife of Fftsnch hostage Jean-Pa ul 
Ka uflmann was flying in from 
Paris with other family members 
on a symbolic visit to be dose to 
him over Christinas. 

“Be patient," she told her hus- 
band in a message broadcast by a 
Lebanese radio station before she 
left. “ Many people are helping us. 
In a while it will all be over." 

Two French envoys .left Mon- 
day after a six-day visit carrying 
“precise demands" for the release 
of the Frenchmen. 

Islamic Jihad (holy war) has cla- 
imed the kidnapping of the French 
and American hostages, but it is 
unclear whether all are held by the 
same group. 

Islamic Jihad has threatened to 
kill the Americans unless Was- 
hington persuades Kuwait to rel- 
ease 17 Arabs jailed for bombing 
two years ago. Kuwait has refused 
to free them. 

Mr. Waite said the Americans' 
captors had declined his request to 
meet families of the imprisoned 
Arabs. 

He added “I have been able to 
put to the captors proposals which 
I believe would lead us through 
that problem without com- 
promising fundamental pri- 


nciples.” 

But although his hopes of get- 
ting the captives out for Christmas- 
have been dashed, Mr. Waite str- 
essed: “We're not deadlocked ... I 
firmly believe that a solution can 
and will be found ” 

“We swim in very complicated 
waters,”’ he said. “The neg- 
otiations remain at a critical stage. 
As I have always said, they are 
difficult, dangerous and require 
continued and sustained effort.” 

He stressed that he is edging 
forward in his secret negotiations 
with the kidnappers and that 
“progress has been -made.” ■ 

He noted: “I firmly believe that 
a solution to this problem is pos- 
sible and I continue to work for 
it.” 

■ Mr. Waite said he will report to 
Archbishop Robert Runrie in 
London and have contacts with 
“other parties who are involved in 
this matter ” 

He did not say who he would be 
consulting or where and gave no 
indication when he will return to 
Beirut. 

At the airport, Mr. Waite bou- 
ght last-minute Christmas gifts in 
the duty-free store — a walkie- 
talkie setfor his son Mark, 14,'and 
perfume for bis wife, Frances. 

Mohammad Hmeideh, chief of 
airport security for the Shfite 
Amal militia, gave him a gift of a 
miniature cedar tree, Lebanon's 
national symbol. 

Mr. Waite, shaking the militia 
chieftain's hand, said: “You are a 


Mitterrand I Police-student clash 


friend. Thank you very much and 
Merry Christmas.” 

At his news conference. Mr. 
Waite noted that the Kuwait fac- 
tor remains a stumbling block. 

Kuwait refuses* to free any of i 
the bombers, three of whom have 
been sentenced to death, for the 
December, 1983, attacks in which 
five people were killed. 

“The negotiations remain at a 
critical stage ” he said, shortly 
before leaving for the airport. 

Earlter Tuesday, Mr. Waite met 
with British Ambassador John 
Gray, but he gave no details of , 
what they discussed. 

Mr. Grey drove into Muslim 
west Beirut from the British emb- 
assy in the city's Christian east side 
accompanied by several bod- 
yguards armed with automatic 
weapons. 

Mr. Waite launched his mission 
on Nov. 13 after four of the six 
Americans missing in Lebanon 
wrote to Runrie appealing for his 
intervention. 

Asked if he was carrying new 
proposals from the kidnappers to 
the US. government. Mr. Waite 
said: “There are steps to be taken 
... which I hope to take in the next 
few days.” 

In bis statement. Mr. Waite str- 
essed: “I have made it clear that, 
as a representative of the Arc- 
hbishop of Canterbury, here on a 
humanitarian mission, I cannot 
and will not be party to any sol- 
ution which undermines fun- 
damental principles of justice.” 


Denktash 


to spend 
Christmas 
in Egypt 

PARIS (R) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand will fly to 
Egypt at President Hosni Mub- 
arak’s invitation for a private Chr- 
istmas visit, a presidential spo- 
keswoman has said. 

She refused to give details about 
his date of departure or return, 
saying the visit was strictly private. 
But Mr. Mitterrand would be in 
France for the New Year, she said. 

The French and Egyptian lea-' 
i ders raaintain a dose dialogue and . 
1 met in Paris in September for their 
1 1th meeting. 


reported In Egyptian town flies son 


CAIRO (R) — Riot police pat- 
rolled pari of Zagazig town in 
north Egypt Tuesday after 100 
people were injured in three days 
of police-student dashes, res- 
idents said. 

The students were demanding 
the release of conscript policeman 
So liman Khater, a 25-year-old 
law student at Zagazig University 
who is on trial before a closed mil- 
itary court for shooting dead seven 
Israeli tourists in Sinai last Oct- 
ober. 

Security sources here said pol- • 
ice fired teargas after students 
broke through police cordods' at 
;^g™Uhwrs^ and t^a^ , 
through the streets, damaging cars 
and hurling stones at police arid 


government buildings. 

They said 32 policemen and 72 
civilians were injured in the pro- 
tests on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. 

Police were patrolling the road 
leading to the university from the 
centre of Zagazig but the rest of 
the town 200 kilometres north 
east of here was not affected, res- 
idents said. 

A verdict is expected next Sat- 
urday, in the trial of Khater at an 
army camp near Suez. He is cha- 
rged with murdering the seven 
. IsraeH-tourists, including four.ctri- 
' ft ^ A ^$-?9..M.Gulf.pf 
Aqaba on. Oct. 5. If convicted, he 
could face the death penalty. 


in coma 
to Ankara 

NICOSIA (R) - Raif Denktash, 
34-year-old son of Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash. 
was flown to Turkey in a coma 
Wednesday with injuries sus- 
tained in a car crash Monday 
night. 

Turkish-Cypriot officials said 
Mr. Denktash and his wife arrived 
in Ankara with their son on a spe- 
cial military aircraft sent to Nor- 
thern Cyprus by Turkish President 
Kenan Evren. 


‘EC recognises only Cyprus government* 


; NICOSIA (AP) - Claude Che- 
ysson, the European Com- 
munity’s commissioner for 
North-South relations, on Tue- 
sday defended the ECs rec- 
ognition of the Cyprus gov- 
ernment, denouncing the est- 
ablishment of a breakaway state in 
. the Turkish-occupied part of the 
island. 

“There is a fundamental com- 
raitment by every member of the 
Community to defend integrity, 
independence and the sovereignty 
and the non-alignment of Cyp- 
rus,” Mr. Cheysson told a Nicosia 
press conference. 

“Should the Community accept 
an infringement on sovereignty. 


on independence or the integrity 
of Cyprus, or any part of Cyprus, 
how could we keep defending the 
same principles elsewhere in the 
world,” be said. “For us this is a 
fundamental commitment that 
such principles should be res- 
pected. There is no possibility of 
compromise,” he added. 

Mr. Cheysson arrived on the 
war-divided island, the previous 
day to negotiate the customs 
union of the small east Med- 
iterranean country with the EC. 

His defence of (he integrity of 
Cyprus was an answer to Turkish 
criticism of the current . neg- 
otiations with the Cyprus gov- 
ernment and the refusal of the 


Community to recognise the bre- 
akaway Ttiririsb Cypriot state ‘in 
Northern Cyprus. 

“The.Turks are not members of 
the Community and their opinion 
is that of a country foreign to the 
Community.’* 

“It is not the Turks who decide 
for Cyprus; but the Cyprus gov- 
ernment. They are free to express 
their opinion but I don't see how 
this should matter in our relations 
with Cyprus, or of Cyprus with the 
EC,” he added. 

Mr. Cheysson clarified however 
that the EC financ ial aid to Cyprus 
“is for tixe benefit of the whole 
people and both parts of the isl- 
and.” 


Search continues for 
Saudi flood victims 


BAHRAIN (R) — More fain was 
expected in Saudi Arabia as the 
search continued for 31 people 
missing after the worst rams for 
half a century caused floods which 
killed at least 32 others. 

Officials in Riyadh said civil 
defence units were still searching 
for the missing after five days of 
torrential rain brought flooding to 
the northwest comer of the largely 
desert kingdom. 

At least 12 people were killed at 
Tabuk. 50 kilometres from the 
Saudi- Jordanian border, and 15 
died when a 12-kflometre wide 
wall of water swept through the 
Ola region and other areas around 


the holy city of Medina further 
south. 

The floods swept up cais and 
bedouin tents, uprooted trees and 
drowned livestock, the officials 
said. Tents, blankets and foo- 
dstuffs were rushed to the area, 
and the situation was now under 
control, they added. 

Weather experts predicted 
more rain in central and western 
areas of the country. 

Moderate winter rainfall is 
normal in Saudi Arabia's more 
mountainous areas, but the storms 
which began last Tuesday, with 
winds of up to 80 kilometres an 
hour, were the worst for 50 yearn. 



Mubarak ■ 
urges U.S. 
to pursue 
peace 
efforts 

CAIRO ( AP) — Egypt is looking 
to the United States to pursue i 
“effective efforts” toward a pea- 
ceful settlement of the Arab- 
israeli conflict. President Hosni , 
Mubarak said in a Christmas mes- 
sage to U-5. President Ronald 
Reagan. 

The friendly tone of the mes- 
sage appeared to indicate that Mr.' 
Mubarak has put behind him a 
recent crisis between Cairo and 
Washington over the interception 
by U.S. warplanes of an Egyptair- 
plane carrying hijackers of the Ita- 
lian ship Achille Laura from 
Egypt to Tunisia. 

“Our people, having started the 
peace march with the positive par- 
ticipation of your friendly people, 
are looking forward with con- 
fidence to the continuation of eff- 
ective efforts to push forward the 
process aimed at achieving a spe- 
edy and durable peace in the Mid- 
dle East,” Mr. Mubarak’s message 
said. 

The state-owned Middle East 
News Agency distributed an Ara- 
bic text of the message on Tue- 
sday,’ and the Associated Press 
translated it. 

“We are certain that the rel- 
ations of amity and fruitful coo- 
peration between our two friendly 
countries will witness greater dev- 
elopment and growth for their 
common benefit and in the service 
of international security and 
peace,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Meanwhile Israel Radio said 
the United States has asked Israel 
to show flexibility in resolving a 
rankling border dispute with 
Egypt which could hold up Mid- 
east peace talks. 

The- radio reported that U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
asked Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres last week to move quickly 
toward resolving the dispute at 
Taba, a one-square kilometre 
strip of land on foe Red Sea. 

The radio said that Wat Chi- 
verius, a State Department adv- 
■ iser on the Middle East, was tra- 
velling through foe region ass- 
essing foe chances of establishing 
an international forum to sup- 
ervise direct peace negotiations 
between Israel and a Jordanian- 
Palestine cl delegation. . 


Mideast peace talks are clos 
than ever, U.S. official says 


By Jacqadyn S. Forth 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — A senior Ui!. 
State Department official said on 
Tuesday he thinks the opp- 
ortunities for direct peace neg- 
otiations are closer than at apy 
time since foe 2979 Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty was achieved. 

The official — in a year-end 
wrapup on foe Middle East peace 
process ---said, “We think looking 
back on the past year that there 


otjatwns and we are going to con- 
tinue to do so in the weeks and 
months ahead.” However despite 
American efforts, ** Ultimate sue - 
cess will depend on foe com- 
mitment of foe parties foe* 
mselves,” he said. 

In the question and answer per- 
iod foe official was asked about 
Soviet conference participation. 
He said, “we have always been 
sceptical about Soviet par- 


agreed, or wae.poscs twa are 
essential to American poiiey. Bw- 
ryone agree* fort there baft to be 

some kind of an iotenntfidaalcoe* 

text. All parties agree. It s bs- 

erestingrrfeningbacktothcqae- 

st»n about foe U.S. Prime Min- 
ister Peres has talked about the 
five current member* of foe Sec- 
urity Council, King Husoute as 
well. Obviously that oae. pos- 
sibility, having some kiqdef UN. 
involvement. 


who participates in terms of an 
international conference.” 

On the Palestinian question, the 
official said U.S. policy has always 
been that “the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people have to be 
addressed in any agreement con- 
cerning the final status of foe West 
Bank and Gaza. We have also said 
that it is oar view that there has to 
be Palestinian participation at 
every stage of the negotiating pro- 
cess.” He also noted that Ame- 
rican policy lias been that any agr- 
eement “on the final status of the 
West Bank and Gaza should rec- 
eive foe prior consent of the inh- 
abitants of the territories.” 

The official was also asked 
about the Soviets supplying Libya 
with ground-to-air missil es. He 
said the missiles are not yet in 
place, bat preparations are und- 


and the other with the nature of erway. He also said, “we've made 
Palestinian representation at the veiy clear publicly to the Soviet 


conference and in negotiations, 
according to the Reagan adm- 
inistration official. “We aren't 


Union our very strong views that 
this is highly destabilising” to int- 
roduce those missile systems into 


minimising ; the difficulties inv- * Libya. He also stressed that it is 
olved, nor would we be so fool- “contrary to foe interests of peace 


wrapup on the Middle East peace sceptical about Soviet par- * . 

pn^-- said, “We think looking ticipanon,” and about” Soviet iscteat fafoat 

back on the past year that there harness to play a constructive role tW , u 

really was significant progress in MidSte East." He added. 

the pe« process." But he noted “Obviously, it is going to be up to 
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— An agreement by the parties ceraing foe final status of foe West outlines of 

not to seek a guaranteed outcome Bank and Gaza. We have also said ttere. And fr o 
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— An acceptance of an int- be Palestinian participation at have rety strong 

eraational forum by the parties as every stage of the negotiating pro- authority should be. But whenyo o 
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— A decision by the parties to put eement “on the final status of the what are gomg to be the par- 

foe issue of a preliminary U5.- West Bank and Gaza should rec- liamentary rules that goveim .it — 
Palestinian dialogue on the rid- eive foe prior consent of the inh- we're just not that far Mong yet. 
elines. abitants of the territories.” What we are doing n^Xuoma 

He also said, “we have cleared The official was also asked engage in discussions with ah foe 
away a lot of underbrush.” about the Soviets supplying Libya parties on these very issues, on foe 

Two key, but not simple, issues with ground-to-air missiles. He two key issues: one, foe form ca 
remain he said. One deals with the said foe missiles are not yet in this conference or context, a mi th e 
shape of foe international forum place, but preparations are und- second, the issue of Palestinian 
and the other with foe nature of erway. He also said, “we've made representation. These art foe two 
Pales tinian representation at foe very clear publicly to the Soviet issues that we are continuing to 
conference and in negotiations. Union our very strong views that work on. We are having, dis- 
according to Reagan a dm- this is highly destabilising” to int- cuss ions, but we don t have those 
frustration official. “We aren't reduce those missil e systems into answers yet. I wish we did. Bee- 
minimising the difficulties inv- 1 Libya. He also stressed that it is a use if we had answers to that, the 
olved, nor would we be so fool- “contrary to foe interests of peace issue of Palestinian rep- 
haidy as to guarantee that they are and stability in the region.” resentation, we could start tom- 

going to be resolved any time On Syrian- Israeli tensions over orrow. But we’re just not there 
soon.” Lebanon, he said foe situation is yet ” 

“However "he said, “the basic “still tense.” He added, “we’ve “On foe peace conference and 
conditions forprogress are there.” been engaged in active con- the umbrella, although not certain 
“We remain convinced that sulfations with all foe parties to about who the other senior adm- 
both Prime Minister Peres and encourage.,, everyone to avoid frustration sources, Vtn confident 
King Hussein remain committed any further escalatory steps that that he was not talking about when 
to foe goal of direct negotiations in could just lead to further danger a peace conference, talked about 
this international context, are and instability in foe region.” foe concept of a peace conference 
committed to moving ahead wit- Asked about foe U.S. position umbrella, he was not talking about 
bout a guaranteed outcome, and on recent congressional proposals a unified Arab delegation. The 
are committed to making every to cat funding for UNIHL (Uni- position has always been that the 
effort to achieve that goal.” ted Nations Interim Force In Leb- parties directly involved in the 
Regardless of foe Reagan adm- anon) by S18 million, the official area should be invited to the con- 
inistration efforts to bring the said foe U.S. government reg- ference, which would of course 
rides together, he said, “It is the retted that action and “we're try- include Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, 
desires of the parties themselves ing to see if we can find ways to Syria, Egypt. But he did not mean 
that is key and as long as the par- restore the funds.”' Although it to imply that therefore we’d be in 
ties are driven by a commitment to may be difficult, he said, foe adrn- favour of a unified Arab del- 
resolve their differences,' r thaf s inistriatioti'woUld'tiy ttrfihd the egatfon. We have always sees foe 
what* s' going to^ieU success for money , to. keep -the contribution direct negotiations, as being bet- 
foe process.”" going beyond April. ween foe stares directly involved ” 

"The process has been inc- He was also asked if foe UJS. ** — We* re still in a pos- 
remftntaU r he said. “We’ve said, would try to force a deadline on ition where we think that, esp- 
since the beginning, over a year negotiations in the Mideast. He ecially when you look at tile pro* 
ago, when we started tins phase, answered, “there are times when cess that has been made this past 
that there would be no dramatic you have better opportunities year, the progress has been made 
breakthrough (but rather) that than others. And tins is a time really with the two sides working 
progress would be steady and we when .we have a better opp- through us and without any Ame- 
. think foe pattern is going to con- ortunity, and there are a number rican ideas put forward. But foe 
tinue.” of reasons why we believe that general acceptance of an int- 

“The American position is very now is the time of opportunity in eraational context, the acceptance 
clear. We continue to see direct the Middle East, especially when of foe Palestinian role in every 
negotiations between foe parties you look at the attitudes of foe stage, the agreement to put aside 
as foe only productive and realistic parties involved and foeir own foe issue of the U.S.-Palestinian 
way to proceed. An international commitment to foe process.” meeting, the idea of putting aside 
conference, and international con- In reply to questions on foe foe Murphy meeting and the 

text, of some sort is acceptable to proposal for an international con- U.S-Palestfruan dialogue, all foal 
us. But only in terms of an event ference, and statements last week really came about from tixe two 
which leads to direct and mea- by other U.S. officials, the official parties, with us playing an active, 
ningful negotiations between foe said: intermediary role, 

parties. —“Most of (foe questions) we *• — The conditions that we 

The senior official said, “we don’t have answer to yet because have established for a dialogue 
have a strong commitment to ass- -we are not that far along yet. with foe PLO have been one- 
ist foe parties to begin neg- There are some things which are hanged for 10 years.” 


hardy as to guarantee that they are 
going to be resolved any time 
soon.” 

“However,” he said, “the basic 
conditions forprogress are there.” 

“We remain convinced that 
both Prime Minister Peres and 
King Hussein remain committed 
to foe goal of direct negotiations in 
this international context, are 
committed to moving ahead wit- 
hout a guaranteed outcome, and 
are committed to making every 
effort to achieve that goal-” 1 

Regardless of foe Reagan adm- 
inistration efforts to bring the 
rides together, he said, “It is the 
desires of the parties themselves 
that is key and as long as the par- 
ties are driven by a commitment to 
resolve their differencesr r that’s 
what's going to .spell success for 
foe process.”" 

"The process has been inc- 
remental,'* Tie said. “We’ve said, 
since the beginning, over a year 
ago, when we started tins phase, 


and stability in the region.” 

On Syrian- Israeli tensions over 
Lebanon, he said foe situation is 
“still tense.” He added, “we’ve 
been engaged in active con- 
sultations with all foe parties to 
encourage... everyone to avoid 
any farther escalatory steps that 
could just lead to further danger 
and instability in foe region ” 
Asked about foe U.S. position 
on recent congressional proposals 
to cat funding for UNIHL (Uni- 
ted Nations Interim Force In Leb- 
anon) by S18 million, the official 
said foe U.S. government reg- 
retted that action and “we’re try- 
ing to see if we can find ways to 
restore the funds.” Although it 
may be difficult, he said, foe adm- 
inistration ' would - tiy ttrfihd the 
money -to. keep .foe contribution 
going beyond April. 

He was also asked if foe UJS. 
would try to force a deadline on 
negotiations in the Mideast. He 
answered, “there are times when 


that there would be no dramatic you have better opportunities 


breakthrough (but rather) that 
progress would be steady and we 
.think foe pattern is going to con- 
tinue.” 

“The American position is very 
dear. We continue to see direct 
negotiations between foe parties 


than others. And this is a time 
when we have a better opp- 
ortunity, and there are a number 
of reasons why we believe that 
now is the time of opportunity in 
foe Middle East, especially when 
you look at the attitudes of foe 


as foe only productive and realistic parties involved and foeir own 
way to proceed. An international commitment to foe process.” 
conference, and international con- In reply to questions on foe 

text, of some sort is acceptable to proposal for an international con- 


us. But only in terms of an event 
which leads to direct and mea- 
ningful negotiations between foe 
parties. 

The senior official said, “we 


ference, and statements last week 
by other U.S. officials, foe offidal 
said: 

— “Most of (foe questions) we 
don’t have answer to yet because 


have a strong commitment to ass- we are not that far aloag yet. 
ist foe parties to begin neg- There are some things which are 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

. * A painting exhibition by Khalid Kfar- 
eis attire Spanish Cultural Centre (anti 
Dec. 30). 

* A flower arrangement exhfcition 
(.flowers made of ceramics, copper, pla- 
stic, silk) by Ynsra Abu Ghazaleh at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec. 30) 

' An exhibition of water colour pai- 
ntings and graphics at the fine Arts 
Association (until Dec 27) 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . Tel: 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

lurid* Cultural Centre — .. 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.CA. 641793 

Y.WJVLA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ... 637111 
University of Jordan library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Mnrem: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes <wtr 100 years oki. Also mosaics 
from Madaha amt Jerasb (Mi to IStfa 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5 
pan. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

/otrifln Airhuenlngkgl fawn: Has an 
excellent coLlcctioa of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal At Qafa (Gtedd FEU). 

S haun: 900 am. - 5.00 pan. 
and official holidays 10.00 am. 
un.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jtxdau National Goflefy: Concunsa col- 
lection Of pimtlnp iwim nara and tfn . 
totures by oonie nyonuy tetanic artists 
from moot of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of pamtiogs by 19th Centuty 
orientalist artias. Mrmtazah. Jabal 
Ltmabdeh. Opening horns: 10.00 a jn. 


130 pxa. and 3.00 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Ttaesdap. TeL 630128. 
Martyrs* Mmorial flliiij Murom): 
CbOccdou of mffitary manotab£a dat- 
mg from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 


Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
am.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

(tapnbrUfc of Jordan Mimin' 100 to 

150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, mnskai instruments, .etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 sun. - 5.00 pm. 
dosed Tuesdays. Tel. 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman CUb. Mee tings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 p.m. 

Lions lUadophla CW>. Meetings 
every second atm fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 pm. 
Elftadoiffeii Rotary Club. Meetings 
.every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn, 
130 pan. 

Rotary Ch4>. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the IntenxmtbmtaTHotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal Anhxaobfc Club. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 817534. 

CHURCHES 

Sl jMtph Chart* (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 624590. 

Ctmrdi cf the Aarondatfon (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweflxieh, 637440. 

De b Srib Cbsrefc (Roman Cathode) 

Jabal Hnssem, 661757. 

Cbnh of fee Am— iaihai (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaH. 623541. 

Andos Church (Church of die Red- 


AngBras Onrch (Church of tire Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
A rmm bn Grihogc Church Asfarafieh, 
771331. 

Armwlro Ortiodox Church Ashrafich, 
775261. 

SL Fa i n hn Chareh (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)Asbra5ch, 771751. 

Amman ban raat h na t Church (Inter- 
denonrinatinaan: meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmaswi, 677534. 
Ev angelica) Luthnu Jabal 

Amman, 6th Cfade, (Rev. N. SmirV, Tel. 
811295. 

RaUww Congregation (International. 
Interdeatrniinatkmal) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman. TeL 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 


9507 

06-35 

1135 

14J9 

1636 

IM4 


(Sunrise l Du/L 


— . — Dhuhr 

... ‘Aar 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
onruaion department at the iteen Aaa 
International Airport tel. l08i 53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


London, In rpaca (i 

Karachi ( 

Aqaba I 

Kuwait I 


Dubai, Abu Dhabi \ 

Cairo l 

Jeddah i 

Doha, Bahrain I 

Dhahran I 

Bahrain (j 

Kuwait ( 

Tripoli Larnaca ( 

Jeddah ( 


Paris, Damascus (Afj 

Cairo (RJ) 

Los Angeles, Chicago. Vienna 

(RJ) 

— New Yotk. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Damascus 

London, Paris (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 


.. Beintr (i 
-Istanbul i 


Frankfurt ( 

Cairo, Damascus i 

. Frankfurt -Damascus ( 
— Tripoti-DamasCus ( 


DEPARTURES 


Istanbul. Amsterdam I 


Lajuaca, London (B 

— Athens (O 

Athens, Rome (F 

.. Damascus, Rome (A 

Damascus, Cairo Q 

Belgrade, London (l 

UmJwil (I 
— — — „ Lamaca, Zurich (S 

— Doha, Shaxja, Muscat (C 

— Cairo fl 

— — Kuwait (K 


1&0I Lamaca-TtmoH (LN 

16s48 Jeddah (SV) 

IMS Sanaa OY) 

BH38 Kuwait (RJ) 

19540 Dhahran (RJ) 

19545 Bahrain, Doha (RJ 

IBM Cairo (RJ) 

2*10 Baghdad (RJ) 

28:15 . Jeddah (RJ) 

29-30 — Hnphfiari (IA > 

2038 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:15 Karachi (FK) 

2330 Rio, L isbon (IA] 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Bhie Nfle 

— Ncdlioyd Rosario 

Amfn Kawar and Sens Company, Td: 
622324-9 at your service. 

WEATHER 

Buitam supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly ckmdv to ckmdy with 
scattered showers ana southwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, it wffl be 
partly doudy , with chances for scattered 
rain. Winds wfll be northerly moderate 
taxi cakp sea. 

Amman 4/10 

Aqaba — — 11/19 

Deserts 3/12 

Jordan Valley * 10/18 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


Tuesday rates 
Local selljbuy rates in Ms 

Bahraini driar 978 988 

Dutch guilder 130.7/ 131.7 

Egyptian guinea 208/ 212 

French frame 48 J/ 48 5 

Iraqi dinar 332 f 33 8 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1815/ 1834 

Kuwaiti dinar 1274/ 1284 


Kuwaiti dinar 

Lebanese Era 

Onantriyal 

Qatari rival 

Sanfi rijral 

Sweetish crown .._ 
Swiss feme 


19/ 

2-10781 

101 / 

101 / 

48/ 


175 Jl 17 63 
Syrian fira 2ft 28 

UAEdfattam 10(y jqj 

UJ3L strafing pound — S26.& 5308 

US. dollar 36W 372.1 

W, German mad: .... 147.1/ 1483 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman goveraorate 891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

dni Defence fcbtf - 271293, 273131 
Ovfl Defence Qnwetaneh — 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade _ 198 

first aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192, 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water compiamts 771125/8 
Queen Alia Int. Airport (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hasan Kama) 

Dr. Mohammad Ajjar 

Amad p ha rmacy 


Assaf pha 
A] KoiSaJ 
A1 Amad 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre _ 
K h a Bdi Maternity, J. Anm 
Akileh Maternity, J 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
Mathas. J. Amman 
Palestine, Shmefcani 


Umvcitity Hospital ..... 

Al-Mnamer Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-AKi, Abdalj 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrecn ...„, 
Al -Baslnr, J. Ashrafich — 

Army, Mark* 

Queen Alia Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Amman 

- 642441/2 

- 642362 

636140 
_ 664171/4 

- 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 66416416 
.. 777101/3 

775111/26 

891611/15 

.602240/50 


TAXIS: 

Thlat taxi 625021 

Zaid taxi 664476 

A 1 Madmeta taxi ..813813 

A1 Jama’s taxi 661001 

IRBJ3>: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Abwefa (— j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fayaeh Abdul Aar .985299 

At Sadeq pharmacy (—) 

AJ Shifaa' pharmacy 983719 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan ; 774111/19 

Mhusny of Tourism „ 642311 

Hotel coral airrft ; 666412 

ftk* ccKoptaatis 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Midiflc East cafe 10 

Overseas cafis — 17 

Rqxurserrioe 31 


MARKET PRICES 


(Fixed prices for Imported produce) 

140/110 Oak»fary).J™l 

Uiestmn _ wn / n.. ' •* 


Chestnut 

Coconut (each) .... 


.700/600 Potatoes 
500/450 Sage (green) 


.mim 

.480/4® 

.«or 

.140/ 

.3Sor ; 

















news 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CSCC opens branch in Aqaba 

AMMAN. (Petra) — The Civil Service Consumer Corporation 
(CSCC) is opening a new branch in Aqaba, acooitfng to CSCC 
Director Jamfl F&rahneh. The new brandi will begin op erations 
Wednesday and will offer services to government employees in 
southern Jordan. 

A Christmas wish for peace 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Christmas message from a group of chi- 
ldren in the U.S1 city of San Francisco was received here Tuesday. 
The message was addressed to Jordanian children and contained 
good wishes on the occasion and wished Jordan a new year of 
peace and progress. Aroanfing to the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 


direct then* efforts towards enhancing the cause of world peace. 

FZC to obtain land at Aqaba port 

AQAB A (Pe tra) — The Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) iufc 
promised to assign a piece of land near the containers harbour at 
Aqaba port forme benefit of die Free Zones Corpor a ti o n (FZC). 
T he la nd wffl be used to store goods and will be considered FZC 
tenilwy, said FZC Director Yassin A1 Kayed a fte r a mertw w mt^ 
ARA Director General Mohammad Sa’id Abu Nowar. Mr. 
I£ayed said that the land will enable the FZC to handle a larger 
volume erf goods on tbcirway in or out of the rr^mfr ya nd tfy*s »for 
re-export. 

Dhiban municipality to spend JD 767,000 

MAD ABA (Petra) — Dhiban municipal council in the Madaba 
District will spend JD 767,000 on projects for i m p r o vin g public 
services between 1986 and 1990. The town mayor said that die 
plan for the projects has been finalised and entails sp ending ftmds 
for roads, a public garden, a car park, die purchase of buses, 
bui lding retaming walls for the streets, and improving the app- 
roaches to die town. 

DLDNA, AHSF to coordinate activities 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department of libraries. Doc-- 
.umeatatkm and National Archives (DLDNA) and the Abdul 
Ha mid Shoman Foundation (AHSF) have signed an agreement' 
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Hassan sets guidelines 
for Balqa 5-year plan 


SALT (Petra) — In a speech delivered Tuesday bef- 
ore a special committee charged with preparing a 
five-year development plan for Balqa Governorate, 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan urged 
- concerned authorities to lay down a thorough plan 
for the most effective exploitation of land resources 
by utilising well drawn maps of the highlands ove- 
rlooking the Jordan Valley region. 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan speaks at 
a meeting in Salt on Tuesday to review the various 


aspects of the 1986-1990 development plan (Petra 
photo) 


JEA begins supplying power to Syria 


Ha mid Shoman Foundation (AHSF) have signed an agreement' 
on cooperation and coordination of activities «vi prog ra m mes., 
especially in die exchange of books, publications, neriodicals and 


Ahmad Shaxkas and AHSF Director General Assad Abdul Rah- 
man. AHSF recently established a public library and an inf- 
ormation bank which will be formally opened to the public at a 
ceremony to be attended by Prime Mmister Zaid AI Rifai on Jan. 
8th. 


House passes travel tax law 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan agreed on 
Dec. 12 to provide the southern 
parts of Syria with extra high vol- 
tage electricity at a rate of about 
1,000,000 kilowatt-hours (KWH) 
per day. 

The step falls under a 
Jordaman-Syrian agreement sig- 
ned in 1976 to exchange ele- 
ctricity between the two countries 
as needed by either state, acc- 
ording to Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority (JEA) Director General 
Mohamma d Arafah. 

Under the 1976 agreement, 
IrbidDistrkaElectrkityCompany 
(IDEC) set op two power lines 
connecting Irbitf s power station 
with Syrian stations, Mr. Arafah 
told the Jordan Times an Tuesday. 


kilovolts (kv) was finished in 1977 
and started operation in March of 
the same year. The extra hi gh vol- 
tage power line of 230 kv was 
completed two years later. 

Syria provided the IDEC with 
an average of 60,000 KWH per 
day to cover the IDEC electricity 
generating deficit at that time, Mr. 
Arafah said. 

He added that both countries 


He said the first power line 


Luesday- 

ineof66 


which are re-evamated every 
three months in light of oil prices 
cm the international market 

Mr. Arafa said tire JEA charges 
Syria tile same rate as its Jor- 
danian customers (IDEC and 

Amman ) 

The IDEC was recently con- 
nected with JEA networks and 
currently enjoys a surplus of ele- 
ctricity output, so the company’s 
service will not be affected by' the 


CAEU agrees to help PLO 


* (Continued from page I) 
stand although it had already dra- 
fted a list of proposed ame- 
ndments. 

In Tuesday’s session, the House 
. approved a temporary law of 1979' 
'on the Amman Development 
. Corporation (ADC) and another 
of 1976 on electricity. 

Hie approved General Ele- 
ctricity law stipulates that the Jar- ' 
dan Electricity Authority (JEA) 


will be part of the Ministry of Eoe- 
nzv. Mineral and Natural Res- 
ources. 

Nine of eleven draft laws sent to 
the House from the government 
were referred by the House to the 
Financial Committee and the 
other two to the Legal Committee. 
Two suggestions by deputies ,weje 

.referred . to jthe Administrative 
Committee. — * " ' 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) will receive technical ass- 
istance from the Amman-based 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) to develop its statistics- 
related staff employees, according 

to an agreement signed m Amman 
Tuesday. 

Under the agreement the 
CAEU wiU provide specialists and 
equipment required for t raining 

personnel in-statistics.-^ 

• The. agreement: was signed by 


CAEU Secretary General Mahdi 
Al Obeidi and PLO Executive 
pfimmttfftft member Abdul Raz- 
zak Al Yahya. 

Mr. Obeidi said that the agr- 
eement was a contribution by the 
Arab League towards str- 
engthening tiie steadfastness of 
the Pales tinian people under Isr- 
aeli rule, and part of Arab efforts 
to strengthen Palestinian eco- 
nomic and social standards in the 
face of arbitraryjsraelipolides. 


Health committee devises JD 63m five year plan 


By Simonetta Carr * 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Health was one of- 
the 23 sectors taken into con- 
sideration by 23 committees eat- . 
rusted with the preparation of the 
new five-year plan. Headed by the - 
Under Secretary of rhe Ministry of 
Health Suleiman Subihi. the hea-’ 
1th committee discussed all the- 
points concerning the JD 63 mD- 
lion health plan for the Kingdom 
and then presented their plan to 
the steering committee of the Min- 
istry of Planning for approval. __ 

. A member of the steering com- 
mittee told the Jordan Times that- 
the plan has now been returned to 
the health committee for changes 
and it will then be discussed by 
heads of all the different com- 
mittees to ensure correlation bet- 
ween the different sectors to avoid 
overlaps. The next step will then 
be the commitment of the plan to a 
General Assembly of about 400 
people from all sectors, including 
agencies and the private sector, 
and then to a higher committee 
who will afterwards pass it on to 
the Cabinet for final approval. 

During the formulation of the 
plan, the health committee also 
reviewed the previous five-year 
plan and a source at the Ministry 
of Planning told the Jordan Times 
that the past five years have shown 
good progress in specialised med- 
ical services. Primary health care 
has also made great steps, inc- 
reasing Mother and Child Centres 
from 88 to 173. More b.eds have 
also been added in all hospitals, a 
total of 1.1 99 new beds. “This fig- 
ures brings the number of beds to 
approximately 18.8 per 10.000 
population which Is not for from 
our final goal of 20 beds per 
10.000.*' Dr. Ghaitb Shbeilat. a 
member of the health committee, 
told the Jordan Times. 

Nurses 

Other improvements during the 
last five years include a new nur- 
sing college established in Zurqn 
and 1 1 new nursing assistant sch- 
ools. Nurses, however, are still in 
very short supply in the country. 
.Statistics for 1983 show that the 
Ministry of Health had 313 nurses 
and 173 midwives, the Royal 
Medical Services 540 nurses and 
20 midwives, the University Hos- 
pital 257 nurses and midwives, the 
private sector 260 nurses and 83 
midwives and the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 


wives. An increase of 10 per cent 
on these figures was estimated for 
1984. The aim is to reach the pro- 
portions of one nurse/1.000 
population and 1 midwife/4,000 
population by 1990. A number of 
1 .494 more nurses and 317 more 
midwives is needed in order to 
reach that goal. 

The review of the past five years 
also showed an improvement and 
increase in interest in medical tra- 
ining in all fields. It also indicated 
large growth in the private sector 
which improved both in quantity 
and quality over the last five years 
as never before. 

The pharmaceutical industry 
and pharmaceutical services have 
also improved with a more uni- 
form distribution of pharmacies, 
particularly in the rural areas. Jor- 
dan now Iras five pharmaceutical 
companies producing high quality 
drugs at competitive prices and 
exporting to other. Middle East 
countries. 

The weaknesses that surfaced 
during the past five years include a- 
Lack of proper administration on 
all levels, except for the Royal 
Medical Services, as well as a lack 
of coordination between the dif- 
ferent health sectors, causing ove- 
rlap and duplication of efforts. . 

Lack of funds 

There has been also a lack of 
proper funds since the money all- 
oted to the health delivery system 
in Jordan does not reach the 
World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) recommendation of five 
per cent of the total budget, due to 
.-the country’s very limited res- 
ources. The ministry budget for 
. 1983, for example, was only 2.4 
per cent of the total budget. 


Besides, the previous plan did 
not take into account budgeting 
some' money towards continuing 
medical education in all sectors. 

The plan also pointed out some 
'specifics concerning the health 
situation in Jordan, such as the 
rapid increase of growth rate (3.8 
per cent), the high average num- 
ber of family members (6.7) and 
the high concentration in the 
major rides (almost 70 per cent of 
the population). Positive traits are 
the relatively small area of the 
Kingdom and the good com- 
munication system which allows 
Jordanians' to receive adequate 
medical services in most cases. . 

Another well-known weakness 
in the health situation in Jordan is 
the bad distribution of the large 
number of doctors who often pre- 
fer to practise in the large cities. 

A source at the Ministry of Pla- 
nning explained that the longer 
term aim of the health sector in 
Jordan is to reach the WHO goal 
of “Health for Ail by the year 
'2000.” Other goals presented in 
the five-year plan include imp- 
rovement of quality and quantity 
of primary and secondary health 
services by increasing the number 
of health centres and the number 
of hospital beds. The primary hea- 
lth centres have been discussed in 
great detail and extra importance 
has been given to general pra- 
ctitioners in the delivery of pri- 
mary health care, the source' said. 

Another point covered in the 
five-year plan is a complete rec- 
onsideration of the training fac- 
ilities. in order to supply all bealtii 
centres with good technicians, 
nurses and midwives. Continuing 
education will then be arranged 
together with the local uni- 
versities. hospitals and societies. 


National Insurance scheme 

The need for a programme dir- 
ected to the general public was 
also discussed in order to convince 
them to spend some money on 
health, since the government's 
resources are' really not sufficient 
A national insurance scheme was 
looked upon as a solution to this 
problem, by collecting part of eve- 
ryone’s fees so that everyone can 
benefit of a free medical ass- 
istance. This solution will take 
time and investment of funds at 
first but the committee is giving it 
priority as one of their immediate 
ambitions. 

The committee also studie'd the 
conditions of all hospitals in Jor- 
dan. including bed occupancies 
and rates, and drew some int- 
eresting conclusions. First of all. 
they noticed that the Amman area 
is in no need of extra beds, since 
most private hospitals registered a 
very low bed occupancy. The ans- 
wer, once again, will be in coo- 
rdinating efforts so that the pat- 
ients can be equally distributed 
among the different hospitals. 

The committee then divided the 
various hospitals into categories. 
Those belonging to category A. 
such as the King Hussein Medical 
Centre, the Khali di Hospital and a 
few others, need no refurnishing 
pr improvements. For the other 
hospitals, a plan for their imp- 
rovement was then laid out, where 
some will be just refurnished, and 
others almost rebuilt from scratch. 
In addition, the construction of 5 1 
primary ' health centres was pla- 
nned. These projects will take the 
majority of the JD 63 million bud- 
geted for health for the next five 
years. 



supply of power to Syria. 

Between 1977 and 1979 the 
IDEC used about 20,000,000 
KWH energy from Syria at a 
power rate of 7 megawatt, that is, 
as much as Syria will currently be 
provided approximately every 20 
days. 

To achieve high efficiency in 
transportation of energy, the 
IDEC has set up a substation and a 
t ransfo rmer at a rating of 100 
megavolt and with a tra- 
nsformation ratio from 132 to 
230 kilovolts, Mr. Arafah said. 

Syria is interested in doubling 
its current supply of electricity 
from Jordan, Mr. Arafah said, 
adding that such a step requires 
careful consideration smee plant 
auxiliaries and other facilities 
should be installed. 

Power stations are currently 
working round the dock as energy 
generating capacity is at the peak 
in order to meet the consumption 
rate. 

However, pressure on the 
plants will be lifted after the 
Aqaba thermal station begins 
operation in six months. 

Students in 
T unis may sit 
for Jordanian 
tawjihi exam 

TUNIS (Petra) —Third-year sec- 
ondary school students studying at 
AI Quds school in Tunis will be 
allowed to sit for the Jordanian 
“tawjihf* examinations. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Wahab Al Maj- 
ali announced here Tuesday. Spe- i 
aking after tire conclusion of the 
Arab League Educational Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(ALESCO) meeting here, Mr. 
Majali said that agreement was 
reached on this during his talks 
with officials from the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO), 
which runs the school. 

Students studying textbooks 
provided by the Jordanian Min- 
istry of Education will be allowed 
to sit for the coming 1985-1986 
genera] secondary examinations, 
the mmister said. 


He said that in regional pla- 
nning one has to consider three 
dimensions: the qualitative dim- 
ension, which entails introducing 
chang es to the social and dev- 
elopmental institutions in the reg- 
ion; the venue dimension, which 
defines what development pro- 
jects that should be carried out in 
each area: and the third dim- 
ension, that related to time, which 
entails expectations about when 
projects can be carried out. 

He also said that the third dim- 
ension can be of a long term nat- 
ure, flexible and liable to changes; 
of a medium term nature which is' 
more detailed and reveals pra- 
ctical stops that are to be taken; 
and of a short-term nature and 
which involves steps designed to 
help achieve the long term pro- 
jects. 

Due consideration should be 
given to regional pl anning if the 
country is to avoid the emergence 
of inequality in living standards 
which in turn can have Harmf ul 
consequences on the general soc- 
ial, political and economic aspects 
of fife in Jordan, Prince Hassan 
pointed oat. 

He said that it was noticed that 
major development projects have 
been so far centred in major cities, 
causing the cities to attract the lar- 
ger section of the population and 
their activities. Tins tendency has 
not only caused migration to 
urban regions but brought about a 
general neglect of rural areas and 
eventually caused more problems 
to the cities. Prince Hassan said. 

He also said that a region should 
not be considered as a local unit, 
but as one reflecting the country as 
a whole and that local and pro- 


vincial governments should add- 
ress themselves to collecting inf- 
ormation and data essential for 
preparing a national strategy. 

Also addressing the meeting 
was Minister of Planning Abd- 
ullah Nsour who said that a draft 
plan for developing Balqa Gov- 
ernors te in the coming five years 
wiU be revised with the purpose of 
absorbing new realities and to 
make it more in harmony with a 
comprehensive plan for Jordan. 

He referred to the essential 
elements of this plan and said that 
his ministry will give due care to 
comprehensive planning in add- 
ition to the development of each 
separate region. 

Another speaker was Balqa 
Governor Mrjhem AI Khreisha 
who presented the draft five-year 
plan and referred to three main 
areas that will be developed. 

These are the Balqa Gbor reg- 
ion which is divided into seven 
units, the Middle Balqa region 
which also is divided into seven 
units and the Balqa plains which 
are of four units. Each of these 
units contains a cluster of villages 
and are regarded as a basic nuc- 
leus for regional organisation of 
services, Mir. Khreisha said. 

He said that three development 
councils have been set up com- 
prising local representatives of 
private and public sectors. 

- These councils have studied 
proposals from different min- 
istries and public organisations 
about the projects in the Balqa 
region and put forth proposals of 
their own. The whole draft plan 
for tiie Balqa region contained 
both proposals and also inv- 
estments to the total value of 


Jordan and Iraq agree on 
agricultural cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and maj or fkh breeding projects in 
Iraq signed an agreement Tuesday cooperation with companies from 
on bilateral cooperation in agr- Bulgaria, the Soviet union -and 
icultural fields. Under the agr- Mauritania. 


eement Jordanian teams will be 
visiting Iraq to look into projects 


The agreement was signed by 


for breeding fish for the benefit of Agriculture Minister Ahmad 
similar projects in Jordan, esp- Dakhqan and his Iraqi cou- 
ecially since Iraq is carrying out utapart Siddiq Abdul Latif. 

U.S. Congressman leaves 


AMMAN (J.T.) - UJS. Rep- 
resentative Stephen Solarz left 
Amman Tuesday for the West 
Bank and Israel , ending a two-day 
visit during which he met His 
Royal Highness Grown Prince 
Hassan and a number of senior 
Jordanian officials. 

Mr. Solarz also met a group of 
Palestinian scholars and jou- 
rnalists and discussed with them 


tiie latest developments in the 
Middle East and issues related to 
the Palestinian question. 

Mr. Solarz is a r anking member 
of the House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee and is 
considered one of the most inf- 
luential figures who shape Con- 
gressional policy on the Middle 
East. He is also a staunch sup- 
porter of Israel. 


JD263 million, according to Mr.. 
Khreisha. He said that 40 per cent 
of the investments will be in the 
agricultural sector and entail pla- 
nting forests, developing rain-fed 
lands, reclamation of semi-arid 
regions and plan ting fruit trees. 

Investment in the industrial sec- 
tor. is nearly 6.6 per cent and ent- 
ails building a factory for cement 
mixing, another for processing 
.natural fertilisers, a third for can- 
ning olive fruit and processing its 
products, and setting up an ind- 
ustrial estate, Mr. Khreisha said. 

He said provisions were made 
for investments in tourism pro- 
jects such as building hotels and 
chalets at the cost of JD 900,000; 
investments in education will be 
□early JD 14.4 miilioD, in health 
JD 3 3 million, sports and social 
development JD 9 million, roads 
JD 22.4 million, public services 
JD 9 million, water projects and 
irrigation networks JD 80 million, 
energy and electricity JD 1.4 mil- 
lion and housing, which entails 
building 575 housing units, JD 
110 million. 

Another speaker at the meeting 
was Salt Mayor Abdul Razzak 
Nsour who outlined the mun- 
icipality’s plans in the agricultural 
sector, afforestation, and dev- 
eloping pastures at a cost of JD 2.5 
million, building poultry slaughter 
house at a cost of JD 2.9 mfition, 
building an industrial estate at a 
cost of JD 33 million, and a fac- 
tory for canning olive fruit at a cost 
of JD 400,000. 

He said that tourism projects 
for Sait will cost JD 778,000 but 
the general services projects for 
public services, social dev- 
elopment and production wOl cost 
a total of JD 83 million. 

Mr. Abdullah Al Udwan spoke 
at the meeting about different pro- 
jects in the Balqa Ghor districts, 
and was followed by Mr. Moh- 
ammad Al Faour, mayor of Ain Al 
Basha. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Zaid Al Rifai, dir- 
ectors'of government departments 
and other officials. 


Expansion of 
Oman- Jordan 
trade discussed 

. -> - — -T 

MUSCAT. (Petra) . — Jordans 
' delegation to the 63rcf meetmgof 
Arab Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture held 
here discussed with Omani off- 
icials a number of subjects related . 
to the development of trade bet- 
ween Oman and Jordan. The talks 
covered the prospect of exporting 
Jordanian products to Oman and 
the Omani officials welcomed the 
idea and said they would do wha- 
tever they could to strengthen bil- 
ateral ties, according to delegation 
leader Hamdi Al Tabba, who is 
also president of tiie Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

The delegation earlier attended 
the 63rd meeting, in Much 20 
other Arab delegations are par- 
ticipating. 


Wijdan Ali portrait of the artist in motion 


Kener and works Agency . • 

(UNRWA) 20 nurses and 3 mid- A boty day fa one of Jordan's health clinics 


By J.H. Boteler 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Princess Wijdan 
Alfs art exhibition, currently app- - 
earing at the Petra Bank gallery, is 
her first for four years. But anyone 
who remembers her earlier exh- 
ibition may be a little surprised at 
her latest work. Gone are the flo-- 
wing desert scenes and scapes that 
dominated in 1981, replaced by an 
exclusive concentration on the art 
of caligraphy in its varied forms. 

The first impression on seeing 
these paintings — all of them wor- 
ked in oils and none of them, with 
two notable exceptions, much 
more than two feet square —is of 
a boldly executed caligraphic des- 
ign set against a bright, single col- 
our background. Yellow is a rec- 
urring colour throughout the exh- 
ibition, suggesting that the artisfs 
previous interest in the desert still 
has an influence on her work. 

On closer inspection however, it 
can be seen that the background in 
each painting is created by using 
several differing shades of the 
same colour, noth extra tone being 
achieved through the addition of 
fine lines of cream or pink, the 
whole being carefully and pai- 
nstakingly built up in layers with a 
palette-knife, by a technique dev- 
eloped by the Princess herself. 
The end result is highly-textured 
compositions that hold the eye. 

Prominent in the exhibition are 
two stunning and massive ren- 
derings of the Ayat El Kura, the 
Koranic verse invoked for tra- 
velling, the birth of children, and 
good fortune. Embroidered with 
multi-coloured patterns, they are 
highly disciplined, and almost 
mathematical in their precision 
and symmetry. 

The Princess explained the rea- 
sons for the abrupt shifts in her 


subject-matter over the years: “In 
1978 I visited Istanbul, and I was 
awed by the skyline: spires and 
minarets climbing into the skies, 
as far as the eye could see. I was 
overwhelmed, and soon dis- 
covered that my paintings con- 
tinually used spires and min arets 
in their themes. In fact I did a ser- 
ies of paintings, capturing the 
same views at the five different 
daily prayer times, in the changing 
light. Four years ago it was the 
desert, and similarly my painting 
could not get away from it-” 

A vibrant personality, the Pri- 
ncess has wide-ranging interests, 
deep enthusiasms, and a det- 
estation of stagnation and com- 
placency. She displayed on und- 
‘ erstandable irritation with people 
who complained that none of her 
old work is on display in the cur- 
rent exhibition. “That was then; 
this,” she said, gesturing around 
her, “is now. Why should I have to 
show old work? That is past.” But, 
she acknowledge with a smile, “I 
have to admit that it is a com- 
pliment to my old work.”' 

The impetus for the caligraphic 
nature of her current work arises 
out of a major educational project 
she is under taking: a series of nine 
books for children on the history 
of the Islamic world, from the time 
of the Prophet Mohammad to the 
end of the Ottoman Empire. The 
first three of these books are sch- ■ 
eduled for publication by Lon- 
gmans in June, 1986. The series 
will deal with all aspects of Islam : 
its historical background, its 
major cities and, among other sub- 
jects, caligraphy. The Princess 
explained that the more she inv- 
estigated the history and different 
styles of caligraphy, the more fas- - 
cinated she became, and the more 
she realised there was yet to be 


explored. Indeed, she feels that 
her current work merely rep- 
resents a scratching on the surface 
of the whole subject and that a lot 
more work needs to be done. She 
is espedally interested in the. 
.North African, or Kufic style of 
cursive caligraphy, as shown by 
the number of times it recurs in 
her paintings- The major pre- 
occupation of her paintings, whe- 
ther they be of single letters, or a 
rendering of the line from the 
Koran which precedes any quo- 
tation, is with form. In the latter 
instance this is achieved by rep- 
resenting only a small part of the 
Koranic tine, the rest being cut-off 
by the limits of the canvas. The 
reasons for this are aesthetic, as 
she explained: “The words from 
the Koran that I use are instantly 
recognised by the viewer, who int- 
uitively and automatically com- 
pletes the rest of the line for him- 
self. This leaves me free to con- 
centrate on the form and the com- 
position. Similarly with the single 
letters: recognition and app- 
reciation of their meaning and 
symbolism is immediate, and the 
actual form, the shape of the paint 
on the canvas, becomes par- 
amount.” 

The Princess’s impatient with 
stagnation is evident when dis- 
cussing the current state of not 
only Jordanian art, but Arab art in 
general. "We seem to have lost 
touch with our culture, our tra- 
diton,” she explained. "Too many 
artists today are content to draw a 
picture of, for example, a camel, 
and then believe that they have 
created traditional art, when in 
fact an they are doing is res- 
ponding to a Western stereotype 
of the Arab World. Or take arc- 
hitecture: people add on an arch 
or a small minaret to a building 
and then say that it is Islamic arc- 


hitecture. This is rubbish. What 
needs to be done is for our schools 
and universities to start teaching 
courses in the history of Arabic 
and Islamic art. All other aspects 
of Islam are well-covered by our 
educational establishments, but 
not art. and this omission is tra- 
gic.” 

Aside from the paintings the 
exhibition also displays a col- 
lection of porcelain plates, which' 
the Princess painted and then re- 
fired herself. These are exquisite 
works, ranging from elaborate, 
colourful and intricate designs to 
simple and boldly-striking blue 
caligraphic strokes on a plain 
•white background. 

Surprisingly, the Princess only 
took this work up a few months 
ago. Partly because, she explained 
with a laugh, hex studio is too cold 
in the winter for her to do any 
serious painting, and also because 
it enabled her to continue her art 
whilst in the midst of her family at 
home. An innately modest 
woman, she gives credit to her chi- 
ldren for telling her when to stop 
embellishing a particular plate, 
but she surely had her tongue very 
firmly in cheek when she dis- 
missed this work as only being 
brought about by her husband’s 
request for a new dinner service! 

Whilst her wofl with porcelain 
will probably always be a sideline 
to her painting, it is to be hoped 
that she continues and develops it, 
showing as it does yet another 
aspect of her varied skills. The 
present exhibition runs until Tue- 
sday, December 31st. 

You can rest assured that when 
this talented and caring artist next 
stages an exhibition in Amman ft 
will herald a new and interesting 
departure from her previous ' 
work. 
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Hopes give us hope 


“GLORY lie to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill towards men.*’ These words, spoken on the first 
Christinas, are recited, chanted and sung every year. The 
Christmas celebrations of this winter are no exception. 

The traditional salutations, pious expressions and calls 
for peace and love may get to sounding a bit trite and 
worn-out at times. But that warm feeling does have a 
tendency to reassert itself in the company of loved ones 
and friends; almost in spite of oneself, it seems. One tends 
to feel that there must really be something to it all. 

We are supposed to feel these sentiments all the more 
strongly because of our proximity to the place where the 
whole story started. With Bethlehem only tens of kil- 
ometres away, the thinking goes, we ought to be able to 
catch the true spirit of Christinas. But our joy is dam- 
pened by the thought of what really goes on in that 
Bethlehem of today. Any pilgrim who made it to the site 
of the Nativity with their spirits yet uncowed, we expect, 
would be less than delighted at the sight of heavily armed 
Israeli soldiers surrounding the celebrations. 

Bethlehem —and the rest of the Holy Land —are now 
so saturated with repression and fear that it is hard to 
recall that it was here that the Gospel message was first 
heard. There is little peace, even less goodwill, among 
those in power and those living under occupation. And 
surely, whoever’s gloty is being proclaimed under the 
religious creed of Zionism, it isn’t that of God. 

We are left to hope, as we have on so many Chr- 
istraasses in years past, that next year may bring some 
change, and a spark of truth and justice may begin to 
shine. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i : European commitment 

EUROPEAN Community envoy Claude Cheysson Monday 
wound up a visit to Jordan expressing support for King Hus- 
sein’s endeavours for achieving peace based on justice . Spe- 
aking at a press conference shortly before he left for Cyprus 
Mr. Cheysson reiterated Europe’s views that there can be no 
real peace without the recognition of the rights of the Pal- 
estinian people. What Cheysson emphasised is indeed the 
basis of any just solution of the problem. He said that all 
parties including the PLO should be allowed to participate in 
negotiations for peace. But Europe’s views contradict with 
those of the United States and Israel which refuse to include 
the PLO in peace talks and also reject the idea of an int- 
ernational conference to reach a just peace. The United States 
and Israel are also against any European mediation because it 
conflicts with their own position on the Middle East issue. 
Therefore, whatever proposals made by Israel and the United 
States to resolve the issue are not conducive to peace in any 
form and are only designed to perpetuate Israel’s occupation 
of Arab land. This means that both Washington and Tel Aviv 
will in no way agree to the recognition of Palestinian people's 
rights and to real peace. 

Al Dustour : Middle East peace 

THE European Community through its envoy Claude Che- 
ysson has expressed total support for the Jordan-PLO accord 
of Feb. 1 1 and for Jordan's endeavours to arrive at a just 
peace. This support could not have been gained from Europe 
had it not been for the relentless efforts exerted by King 
Hussein on the international level to explain the Arab position 
and the threat to Peace inherent in Israel's continued occ- 
upation of Arab territory. Mr. Cheysson has made it clear that 
Europe is of the view that there can be no real peace in the 
Middle East unless the Palestinian people are granted their 
rights and unless the Palestinians are given the chance along 
with all other parties to the conflict to take part in negotiations 
for peace. Despite this European support for the Arab cause, 
yet, we believe that the European Community can play a 
greater role to support its words with deeds and ought to 
embark on a practical initiative that can be accepted by all 
parties. In this way Europe can safeguard its strong relations 
with the Arabs and protect its numerous interests in this 
region. 

Sawt A l Shaab: Hopes for Lebanon 

THE Lebanese people have realised the need for peace and 
for reconciliation among various waning factions and for this 
reason their leaders have now decided to endorse the Dam- 
ascus accord which is aimed at reestablishing peace in Leb- 
anon. For the past ten years Lebanon had served as an arena 
for bloodshed and destruction and the Lebanese people lost 
many of their men and a great deal of their resources. The 
Lebanese have at last realised that they can achieve no victory 
or any aim by their continued war and bloodshed and have 
now seen in the Damascus accord a ray of hope leading them 
to salvation. It might be difficult for the Lebanese to come to 
an agreement about everything at first, but through diligence 
and goodwill they can bring about reconciliation among the 
various parties. The Damascus accord could mark the last 
chance for the Lebanese, who ought to find their way out of 
the dark tunnel if they want to survive. 



Middle East peace: The less travelled 
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By Dr. Munther S. Dajani 


Two roads diverged in a wood, and f - 
l took the one less travelled by. 

And that ’Hade all the difference. 

- Robert Frost 


NOW THAT the Reagaa- 
Gorbachev summit is over four 
weeks old, one may wonder how 
its results have affected our lives. 
Would the post-Geneva world 
bring peace to the Middle East or 
just more turmoil? It is too early to 
judge as it may be some time bef- 
ore any concrete result may bec- 
ome dear. But do the sup- 
erpowers hold the key to the sol- 
ution of the Middle East problem? 
In my opinion, the responsibility 
falls on the parties directly inv- 
olved in the conflict. 

The on-going Iraq-Iran war and 
the continuing Lebanese crisis' is 
but one manifestation of the dra- 
matic events that have become a 


part of daily life in the Middle 
East. Ever since its beginning ia 
1948, the Palestinian tragedy has 
generated radical isa non in die 
region. The 1951 assassination of 
King Abdullah in Jerusalem sta- 
rted a chain of events that inc- 
luded the 2952 overthrow of the 
monarchy in Egypt, the 1956 Suez 
Crisis, the 1958 Iraqi military 
coup, the 1961 overthrow of the 
government in Yemen, the mul- 
tiple coups that plagued Syria, the 
1964 creation of the PLO, the 
1967 June war, the 1969 ove- 
rthrow of the Lybian king, the 
civil war in Jordan of September 
1970, the 1972 assassination of 
the Jordanian Premier Wasfi Al 


Tal in Cairo, the October 1973 
Arab-Israeli war, the 1973-74 
Arab oil embargo, the 1975 civil 
war hi Lebanon, the 2979' ove- 
rthrow of the government in Iran, 
the 1981 assassination of Sadat in 
Cairo, and the 1982 Israeli inv- 
asion of Lebanon. These are only 
some of the events that are dir- 
ectly linked to the Palestinian 
problem. Should the Arab-Israeli 
dispute remain unresolved, there 
is no doubt that politicisation and 
radicalism will grow even further 
bringing with them more des- 
truction and suffering. 

While the West tends to forget 
these events, the Arab moderates 
do not. The Palestinian cause has 
become a sort of holy ground, on 
which political regimes tread sof- 
tly so as not to step on any imp- 
lanted bombs. Taking unc- 
al culated risks has proved unwise, 
and this is why it is vital to the 


interests of world peace that the 
two superpowers seek to find a 
solution to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

If we have learned anything 
from recent history, it is that world 
peace will continue to be thr- 
eatened if no progress is shows in 
the peace process in the Middle 
East. The moderation of the cur- 
rent Arab leadership offers Israel 
possibilities for negotiation which 
may be lost for many years, if not 
forever, should moderation be 
threatened and replaced. The 
majority of Arabs seem now to be 
■willing to seek peace in the area, 
contingent upon Israel’s agr- 
eement to withdraw from the 
Arab territories it occupied in 
June 1967 and to establish a Pal- 
estinian national entity in those 
territories. 

For peace to be achieved two 
steps need to be taken: First, both 


&& need to overtime *.psy- 
etiological stumbling Mock by ris- 
ing above years of animosity ■ana 
hatred to resolve ram seemingly 

conflicting aspirations est- 
ablishing a Palestinian homeland 
while at die same time satisfying 
Israeli perceived security needs. 

So far, eadi side has been a dam ant 

in its refusal to recognise foe 
views, hopes* and dreams of the 
other , but unless that step » taken, 
peace will be as remote today asit- 
wasin 1948, 1967, 1973, or 1982. 
Second, both sides need to realise 
that the policy of military con- 
frontation can cause great dev- 
astation and loss of fife without 
b ringin g peace any closer. So far, 
the Arab-Israeli locking of horns 
has led to great miseries. Wo- 
odshed and destruction both for 
those directly involved and for 
those on the periphery, making it 
essential to search for. more pos- 


itive riteTMfoss » ronfo foe 
conflict. 

It canoe* be domed that foe ae* 
naforaccepiabteandi ' 
modalities for establishi ng peace 
in tte Nfiddle East feakog-Jetm 
hope that w3! c onwao* ranch 
more time and effort. However, 
that sack a hope is dtf&coft dot* 
not mean that a sototioo is imp- 
ossible. 

Now b the time for foe various 
parties to sit around an int- 
ernational negotiation tabte to 
discuss the issues and na rrow t h ei r 
differences in the hope that a gen- 
uine and comprehensive peace 
may be realised. 

Dr. Dajani is a member of the 
Faculty of Political Science at fop 
University of Jordan. He con- 
tributed die above article to the 
Jordan Times. 


Protests grow in the world’s 
nuclear testing ground 


There is a growing campaign in the South Pacific for a reduction in 
nuclear activities in the area by foreign powers. Alain Cass, recently in 
the area, reports on die Pacific anti-nuclear movement. 


THE sentencing last month of two 
French secret service agents acc- 
used of smiting the environmental 
protest vessel Rainbow Warrior in 
Auckland harbour last July signals 
the 1 end of “L’affaire Gre- 
enpeace.” 

It does not, however, end Fra- 
nce's problems in the South Pac- 
ific, where protests against French 
nuclear testing are growing. They 
are linked to a more general dem- 
and for a nuclear-free Pacific aff- 
ecting not just French but also 
American and British interests. 

The growing anti-nuclear mov- 
ement in the area is likely to have 
been given a boost by die recent 
publication of a highly critical 
report by the Aust ralian Royal 
Commission on the after-effects 
of British atomic tests conducted 
in South Australia in the late 
1950s. 

Britain is nowfaced with a dem- 
and for substantial compensation 
for aborigines affected by the tests 
and huge sums to decontaminate 
the area. 

Another milestone for the 
anti-nuclear lobby will be the int- 
roduction of legislation in New 
Zealand's parliament later this 
month banning nuclear-powered 
and nuclear-armed vessels from 
the country's ports. The ban will 
feet U.S. and British ships in the 
Pacific. 

The ban has come at a par- 
ticularly difficult time for the US., 
whose military bases in the Phi- 
lippines — Subic Bay and Clarke 
air base — are threatened by pol- 
itical and economic instability. 

American predominance in the 
Pacific is also threatened by the 
Soviet Union, whose own nuclear 
fleet is ranging deeper into the reg- 
ion from its bases at Vladrvostock, 
Petropavlosk and the recently- 
acquired facilities in Vietnam. 

Moscow has concluded or is 
negotiating fishing agreements 
with a number of Pacific islands, a 
move which the State Department 
described as an “ambitious effort 
to establish a foothold in the South 
Pacific." 

The row, which threatens the 
33-year-old Aazus military pact 
between New Zealand, Australia 
and the U.S., has Jed Watoington 
to call off joint military exercises 
and to ban Mr. Lange's gov- 
ernment from receiving American 
intelligence reports. 

The quixotic tflt by Mr. David 
Lange, New Zealand’s Prime Min- 
ister, at the U.S. is not an isolated 
incident, however. An increasing 
number of nations in the region 
feel that the Pacific has borne the 
brunt of the nuclear age and the 
time has come to do something 
about it. 

The U.S. now says that it will 
end its defence obligations to New 
Zealand but preserve the Anzus 
pact if Wellington passes a law 
banning nuclear ships and wea- 
pons from its territory. 

Since 1946 more than 250 ato- 
mic and hydrogen bombs have 
been detonated in the Pacific by 
the U .S., Britain and France. This 
year marks both the 40th anc-- 
iversary of the US. atomic bom- 
bing of Hiroshima and the 31st 
anniversary of the first H-bomb 
test on Bikini atoll in the U.S.- 
administered Marshall Elands. 

Today nuclear weapons are sto- 
red on Guam, the likely fallback if 
the VS. is forced to abandon its 
bases in the Philippines. Guam 
also serves as a base for nuclear- 
armed B52 aircraft, submarines 
and surface warships. 

Pearl Harbour in Hawaii is a 
staging post for Ohio-class sub- 
marines equipped with 04 mis- 
siles. The US. also has a 51 billion 
facility at Kwajeflin in the Mar- 
shall Islands to test MX and other 
anti-ballistic missiles, as well as 
equipment destined for the Star 
Wars programme. 

The Soviet Union and China 
have also used the Pacific but only 
for missile testing. But the major 
target of protestors remains the 


French nuclear testing she at 
Mururoa Atoll in French Pol- 
ynesia where France recently exp- 
loded its 74th underground dev- 
ice. 

France's insistence on con- 
tinning underground nuclear tes- 
ting on Mururoa, despite repeated 
protests led by Australia and New 
Zealand, has infuriated states in 
the area. Anger at French flag- 
waving has also fuelled demands 
for an end to France’s colonial 
presence on Polynesia and New 
Caledonia, both links in the 
French force de frappe. 

Environmental protests about 
the effect of French testing have 
been somewhat blunted by the 
finding of an independent panel of 
scientists which visited Mururoa in 
1983 and found little evidence of 
radioactive contamination. How- 
ever, the group, from Australia, 
New Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea, was given only limited 
access to the site and its findings 
have since been vigorously cha- 
llenged. 

On a different level there is con- 
cern in the region that existing mil- 
itary installations — Mururoa, 
Guam and U.S. facilities in Aus- 
tralia — may have been “tar- 
geted '* by the Soviet Union in a 
future nuclear conflict. 

There is also concern that the 
dumping of nuclear waste in the 
Pacific may resume- under pre- 
ssure from the UJS. and Japan, 
both of which have plans to dump 
waste in die Marianas Trench, in 
the U.S .-dominated MGcronesian 
islands. 

A two-year ban on the damping 
of nuclear waste at sea was app- 
roved by the London Dumping 
Convention, the international tre- 
aty governing disposal at sea, in 
1983 and was extended last Sep- 
tember. However, the convention 
was split over a motion by die Pac- 
ific nations calling for an outright 
ban on nuclear waste dumping. 

Pacific opposition to nuclear 
testing and dumping was given 
concrete form last August when 
the 13 heads of government of the 
South Pacific Forum met in'Rar- 
a tonga, capital of the Cook Isl- 
ands, to approve a draft treaty 
which binds its signatories not to 
manufacture, test, possess or to 
store nuclear weapons. 

The treaty will have littie pra- 
ctical effect on members of the 
Forum since none of them possess 
or intend to acquire nuclear wea- 
pons. The largely Australian- 
inspired treaty is also careful not 
to cut across existing U.S. defence 
interests in the Pcific. 

Its boundaries fall short of both 
Guam and Hawaii as well as the 
Marshall Islands despite covering 
an area of 30 million square miles. 
In addition the treaty allows cou- 
ntries such as Australia to receive 
nuclear-armed ships, export ura- 
nium under safeguards and mai- 
ntain nuclear-related facilities on 
their territory . 

The treaty will, inevitably, be 
ignored by France. The U.S., after 
realising that initial sneers had 
caused offence, has since said it 
has some sympathy for its obj- 
ectives. China has expressed cau- 
tious approval while Britain has 
welcomed the treaty and will pro- 
bably sign it. 

Both Mr. Lange, the Pacific's 
arch-pacifist, and Mr. Bob 
Hawke, the Australian Prime 
Minister and architect of the tre- 
aty, recognise its shortcomings. 
Inasrraich as it protects Australia's 
vital interests, such as uranium 

mining and the country's military 

link with the U.S., Mr. Hawke pos- 
itively welcomes the treaty's lim- 
its. 

But both men argue that a start 
has been made to a nuclear-free 
Pacific, however limited. The tre- 
aty, Mr. Lange argues, has “cem- 
ented the existing level of arm- 
aments in the region and dearly 
signalled that we want no esc- 
alation from that ,r — Financial 
Times feature. 
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U.S. aid for Angolan rebels is on the horizon 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON -• U.S. aid for 
anti-Communist rebels in Angola 
could resume within weeks as 
State Department resistance to 
involvement in the southern Afr- 
ican bush war crumbles under a 
conservative assault. 

Congressional and adm- 
inistration sources said the first 
instalment of money and arras for 
Jonas Savimbfs National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) could be flo- 
wing down secret channels con- 
trolled by the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) by February. 

Estimates of the size of the ini- 
tial package differ but a Was- 
hington Post report said it could 
be worth between eight and $15 
mil lion. 

Congressional sources said it 
would probably include Red Eye 
and Stinger anti-aircraft missiles 
as well as anti-tank rockets. 

The plan could be derailed if the 
State Department’s veteran sou- 


thern Africa peace negotiator 
Chester Crocker produces an 
eleventh-hour deal to remove 
Cuban forces fighting for Angola's 
Marxist government under Pre- 
sident Eduardo Dos Santos, the 
sources' said. 

But Crocker has been struggling 
for five years for a peace agr- 
eement linking withdrawal of the 
estimated 35,000 Cubans from 
Angola to independence for nei- 
ghbouring Namibia (South West 
Africa), which is ruled by South 
Africa in defiance of the United 
Nations. 

Conservatives now scoff that 
Assistant Secretary Crocker's 
peace process has seen many false* 
dawns. 

Without a deal, the State Dep- 
artment seems ill-equipped to res- 
ist further the pro-aid forces in the 
Pentagon, the CIA, the National 
Security Council and con- 
servatives in Congress. 

“State is pretty well isolated in 
the administration,” said a con- 
gressional source. “Patience (with 
negotiations) is running out and 


one must assume state will re- 
evaluate its position.” 

Another said: “We are beg- 
inning to get the feeling that even 
state’s opposition is weakening 
considerably.’*' 

UNITA and Sarimbi have bec- 
ome rebels with a cause worth 
supporting for American con- 
servatives determined to roll back 
what they regard as a worldwide 
CommuaKt assault on freedom. 

. The right-wing American See- ' 
urily Council recently bemoaned 
the withdrawal of VS. aid from 
Savimbrs forces in 1975 after a 
row over America being allied in 
the war with UNITA’s main bac- 
ker, South Africa. 

A law banning aid to UNITA 
was repealed last july. 

• Conservatives brush aside State 
Department arguments that sup- 
port for UNITA would ruin the 
US. role as a mediator in southern 
Africa as well as its reputation 
among African states deeply off- 
ended by South Africa's apartheid 
racial policies. 

They say that while apartheid is . 


deplorable. South Africa remains - 
a key US. ally in the fight a gainst 
Soviet Communism and ' that 
UNITA is on the front fine. Off- 
icials say tire Soviet Union has 
pumped $2 bflfion in military aid 
into Angola in the past 1 8 months. 

But even if VS. aid to UNITA 
were to be covert, news would 
inevitably leak out. State Dep- 
artment sources said. The best 
they could hope for, one said, was 
that it would be “deniable.” 

“It may be public knowledge, 
but as long as we can say “no* of 
‘no comment’ that’s different, ft 
maintains certain options,” said 
one. 

But congressional aides que- 
stioned whether that might not be 
too sophisticated for Southern 
Africa’s political cauldron. 

“As soon as news of American 
support for UNTTA is out, Luanda 
will cut off negotiations, charge' 
the State D epar tm en t with hyp- 
ocrisy and step up military action 
against the UNITA-South 
African- United States threat," 
one predicted. 


EC entry takes Spanish 
aspirations beyond Pyrenees 


By Jules Stewart 

Reuter 

MADWD — Spain ends a long 
period of isolation on January 1 
when it joins the European Com- 
munity amid high hopes of new 
economic and political impetus. 

Economic planners, gearing up 
for this date since the Socialists 
came to power in 1982, have been 
working to modernise the eco- 
nomy and strip it of its pro- 
tectionist shield, while setting the 
groundwork for a free market sys- 
tem. 

Young politicians who grew up 
under the 38-year dictatorship of 
Genera] Francisco Franco regard 
community ratty as the end of the 
transition to democracy that sta- 
rted with his death in 1975. 

The level of protectionism is 
still three times higher than in EC 
countries. Political expediency 
prompted the Franco repine to 
keep obsolete, unprofitable com- 
panies afloat. 

As a result, more than a milfion 
jobs have been lost in industry 
since his death. 

One of the cornerstones of eco- 
nomic reform is a sweeping $6.4 
bilHon industrial rest ructuri ng 
programme to streamline sectors 
such as steel and shipbuilding. 

The plan calls for .50,000 job 
losses by next year and provides 
incentives for factory owners to 
restructure and modernise their 
facilities. ' 


“The unions are taking a rea- 
listic attitude and accept the lay- 
offs as well as the need for mod- 
erate wage hikes,” the finance 
ministry’s chief economic planner 
Miguel Angel Fernandez Ordonez 
told Reuters in an interview. 

Nevertheless, industry minister 
Joan Majo said recently that high 
labour costs and other operating 
expenses still put Spain at a ser- 
ious disadvantage. 

But Fernandez Ordonez was 
confident Spain was now prepared 
for EC competition, and forecast a 
$2.6 billion current accounts bal- 
ance of payments surplus this year 
against $2.5 billion -in 1984. 

The government would meet 
this year’s right per cent inflation 
target while two chronic problems 
— the state budget deficit and an 
unemployment rate above 20 per 
cent — were under control, be 
addfcd. 

In a few sectors, like the oil ind- 
ustry, the government has man- 
aged to put together a group to 
compete on an even footing in the 
co mmu nity, although Fernandez 
Ordonez acknowledged Spain had 
few dynamic companies to con- 
front toe European challenge. 

Spain’s vast fruit, vegetable and 
-wine industries are highl y com- 
petitive and pose a threat to EC 
producers. French opposition on 
wine and olive oil, the last two iss- 
ues on tiie negotiating table, alm- 
ost scuppered tile January 1 mem- 
bership date target. 


Mediterranean .producers like 
France and Italy are fearful of a 
flooded market when Spain unl- 
eashes 3 J5 billion litres a year of 
wine and 250,000 tonnes of olive 
oil. 

But toe onslaught of duty-free 
dairy products could force the shu- 
tdown of a large number of Spa- 
nish concerns. Spanish dairy cows 
produce about a quarter of toe EC 
average and at much higher costs. 

In services, Spain's banking 
industry is bracing for the impact 
of free competition in a market 
where the assets of France’s Ban- 
que Nationale de Paris or Barclays 
Bank of Britain outstrip those of 
ail national banks combined. 

A 2978 law lifted a ban on for- 
eign bank branches in Spain. Since 
then, almost 40 international 
majors have opened branch off- 
ices here. 

Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Company general manager for 
Spain, Jose Antonio Garay, said: 
“Spanish banks are going to have 
to scramble for dieats.” 

Nevertheless, the Socialists bel- 
ieve Spain cannot go any further 
on its own. 

“A new, more efficient and 
more equitable economic model 
can oily be reached in a European 
framework,” Prime Monster Fel- 
ipe Gonzalez told toe College of 
Europe, a postgraduate study cen- 
tre, in Bruges last October. 

Gonzalez, expected to win a 


second term next year, indicated 
Spain will support moves towards 
greater European -unity. 

The neutral, non-aligned rep- 
ublic some envisaged for posT- 
Franco Spain has given way to- a 
parliamentary monarchy firmly 
tied to the Western world. . 

Gonzalez, who took office with 
the promise of a re f ere n dum to 
take Spain out of NATO, is now 1 
fighting to persuade Spaniards to 
vote for continued membership of 
toe alliance next spring. 

Right-wingers have been suf- 
fering from reality shod: since 
Franco's death. As Gonzalez put 
it, “a century and a half of hyp-' 
enratienalism and protec tion*™ 
only bred political isolation, aui* ; 
horitarian tendencies and oco- ' 
nomfc backwardness.” 

Bm the pk>us “preserve of Chr- 
istian aviKsatk>n“ built through 
38 years of repression » becoming 
a society much like those beyond 
the. Pyrenees. 

Gonzalez’s hope is &at Mad- 
riffs view Of co m muni ty uffwkx , , 
unjaded as yet by tangles with red 
tape, mil contribute a new angle 
on toe need for reform. 

For the average Spaniard* 
community entry spells hope cg£ 
advances in a firing standard hfes&i; 
ging behind the rest of Eurof ^ ‘ 

‘‘In the eyes of the Spanish \ 
pie, Europe 'represents the 
ndples of freedom, equality, 
ralisra and justice,* 1 
said. 
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Vatican Christmas appeals 
to people of many nations 




.By Miercer Cross 
National Geographic i 

VATICAN CITY - By the thJ 
usands they stream into SL Peter's 
Square, from all parts of the 
world, eagerly queuing up before 
the home sanctuary of Roman 
Catholicism to join in a colourful 
observance of Chrirfi birth. 

The throngs be gin to assemble 
hours before the Mass, celebrated 
by Pope John Paul II, begins at 
midnight on Christmas Eve 1 . 

Tuxedoed ushers, volunteer 
“gentlemen of His Holiness," esc- 
ort - up to 25,000 ticket-holding 
visitors to their seats in portable 
chairs arranged around the high 
altar of the basilica. 

The gold in the mosaics of the 
ceilings and the great dome glows 
in rich splendor under lights tur- 
ned on only for special occasions. 
Multicoloured flowers add a fes- 
tive touch to the cavernous bar- 
oque structure. 

Carols in T-atin 
As the Pope mounts the altar, 


the excited crowd rises and app- 
lauds, then grows silent as the ser- 
vice begins. The Vatican choir 
sings, in Latin, the music of the 
church. A “people's choir” 1 sings 
carols from another part of the 
basilica, creating a stereophonic 
effect. 

The international crowd joins 
die pontiff both in prayers and 
songs, following text and music in' 
illustrated booklets distributed at : 
the start of the service. The bas- 
ilica rings with words and musk 
recited or sung in Italian, English, ' 
Latin, German, Polish, French, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Chinese, 
Indian, and Hausa. 

At the conclusion of the Mass, 
the Pope takes a carved 
wooden statue of the Christ child 
from before the altar, carries it to a 
creche in a side chapel, and places 
it in a crib. 

Under John Paul n, “there’s a 
much greater spirit of hospitality" 
ar the midnight Mass than in the 
past, says Monsignor Thomas 
Banick, pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church in Wilkes-Barre, Pa -.', 
and former vice rector of the Vat- 


ican’s North American College. 
“He has what I would call a pop- 
ulist sensitivity to ordinary per- 
sons.”' 

John Paul n, who is credited by 
Vatican officials with the inc- 
reased use of flowers at the Mass, 
has also left his imprint on other 
facets of the church's celebration 
of Christmas. 

Starting Chris tmas Eve, the 
centre of the massive square, near 
its Egyptian obelisk, is radiant 
with the lights from a tall eve- 
rgreen that has been trucked in 
with fanfare from West Germany. 
Near the tree is a large creche, also 
from Germany, occupied by fig- 
ures of the Holy Family, I-V 2 
times life-size. 

Children bring statues 

Like his predecessors, the Pope 
celebrates another Mass in the 
basilica on Christmas morning. 
The Vatican's observances begin 
before Christmas and extend bey- 
ond it. A few weeks before Chr- 
istmas, Pope John Paul II, in cel- 
ebration of the Feast of Sl Njo- 
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Christmas hi St. Peter’s Square: An {Dominated 
creche. Banked by a gagy decorated ev er gre en fttim 
West Ge rman y, greets ymfedde visitors to the Vat- 
ican. In the background b the Mfehdangeto- 
derigned dome of the great basOfca, where fho- 

holas, blesses the statues of the 
Christ child that are brought to St 
Peters Square by thousands of 
Roman children. 

At the Feast of the Epiphany oa 
Jan. 6, traditionally a day of gjft- 


nsands of worshippers from around the world att- 
end masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
The decorations in the square are I n nov at i on s of 
John Panl n, who has been Pope since 1978. 


giving among European Cat- 
holics, the pontiff again blesses 
children and their families in the 
square. 

On Christmas Eve 1984, John 
Paul n, who is Polish, held an 


emotional audience for a group of 
polish families and their brightly 
costumed children. A Vatican 
spokesman says it is not known if 
the Pope will have a similar aud- 
ience this year. 


‘Guilt motivates some Christmas giving’ 


By waEam F. Rawson 

The Associated Press 

TEMPE, Arizona — The size and 
value of that Christinas gift may be 
determined by the guilt and ins- 
ecurity of its giver, an idea adv- 
ertisers long have known and exp- 
loited, a marketing expert says. 

“If yon think you haven’t done a 
good job as a parent or haven't 
spent enough tune with your wife 
or children, you might try to com- 
pensate with an extravagant Chr- 
istmas gift,'* says Peter Rejngeu of 
Arizona State University. 

And though some giving is uns- 
elfish, and the recipient usually 
feels good about the giver, an exc- 
essive gift can produce hostility, 
says the College of Business pro- 
fessor. 

Advertisers have long been 


aware of this tendency of guilt to 
influence gift-giving and use it to 
their advantage, he said in a recent 
interview. 

“According to holiday com- 
mercials, you’re not a good spouse 
if you don’t show your app- 
reciation with an expensive gift,” 
Re ingen said, “That’s why you'll 
see jewelry commercials ran on 
television at times when both the 
husband and wife are viewing. The 
idea is for the wife to turn to the 
husband and say, ’you’d never buy 
anything like that for me.’ 

Children are especially adept at 
getting what they want by making 
their parents feel guilty. Reingen 
said. 

“For example, you’ve seen 
commercials that hint that if you 
don’t buy little Johnny a home 
computer you’ll be responsible for 


his failing to pass to the next 
grade,” 'he said. 

Insecurity also plays a major 
role in deciding which Christmas 
gifts to give. Reingen said. 

- “When we give a gift, we pro- 
ject an image " he said. “This is 
particularly apparent when emp- 
loyees give gifts to their bosses. I 
would think that some gifts bosses 
ghre their employees are not as 
generous as some gifts they rec- 
eive from their employees because 
the boss doesn’t have to impress 
anyone."' 

If one feels very secure, he may 
be able to resist the temptation to 
make an impression with an ext- 
ravagant gift, Reingen added. 

“Yon don’t have to impress 
those you love and with whom 
your relationship is secure" he 
said. 


But he added: “Even in the 
most secure of relationships, it is 
sometimes important to say T love 
you’ with a material expression. 

Reingen also believes many 
gift-givers are motivated by the 
desire to get something in return. 

“Gift-giving is self- 
perpetuating. You have an obl- 
igation to give and, hopefully, an 
obligation to receive," he said. 
“At times we give gifts for totally 
unselfish reasons, but in general, 
when we give a gift we expect 
so mething in return.” 

Most of the time, he said, we 
have a good idea of what to exp- 
ect, and that becomes a gauge of 
how much we should give. 

“And to be on the safe side, we 
generally end up spending too 
much."' 


Brightest stars focus of search for planets 


By Donald J. Frederick 

National Geographic News Service 

PINE MOUNTAIN OBS- 
ERVATORY. Oregon - Vega 
glitters through the 24-inch tel- 
escope like a fine-cut diamond. 
One of jdtie most brilliant stars in 
the heavens. It fascinates many 
astronomers v^bo think that a pla- 
net or perhaps even an infont pla- 
netary system may be circling nea- 
rby. 

“It's a good prospect, and we’re 
excited by our preliminary res- 
ults." says Dr. James C. Kemp, a 
University of Oregon astronomer 
and director of the Pine Mountain 
Observatory near Bend Ore. “ We 
intend to study Vega for at least a 
year to see if there’s anything aro- 
und it." 

Pine Mountain's telescopes are 
also trained on three other stars — 
Regulus. A returns, and A hair — 
although for shorter periods of 
time. They are also exceptionally 
bright objects, which makes them 


good candidates for a search. 

Other solar systems? 

Astronomers have yet to find 
one of their most elusive prizes — 
a planet orbiting a star outside the 
solar system. . 

Finding such an object-wonld 
have far-reaching implications. 
“One of the great questions is 
whether life exists elsewhere in 
the universe." says Kemp. “Fin- 
ding a far-flung planet would 
mean that there might be other 
solar systems out there, and places 
where life could evolve." 

Vega is particularly Intriguing, 
because infrared sensing already 
has detected a shell or disk of mat- 
ter orbiting around the young star. 
Found by the Infrared Ast- 
ronomical Satellite (IRAS), the 
shell appears to be a cold cloud of 
dust and probably much larger 
particles. 

IRAS could not determine whe- 
ther planets themselves lurked 


within the shell The cloud may 
siitply be a grand-scale asteroid 
belt of debris leftover from Vega’s 
formation. 

Partially funded by the National 
Geographic Society. Kemp is one 
of the few scientists in the world 
using polarised light — light 
whose vibrations are aligned to 
one plane — in the search for pla- 
nets. 

As Kemp points out, “Suppose 
that a body orbiting a star is a pla- 
net. The planet would also cause 
polarised light by reflection. If you 
get polarised light from what 
seems to be an ordinary star, you 
may have found a planet.” 

Itsounds simple, but most of the 
light probably would come from 
the star, which would be millions 
-of times brighter than the planet. 

To get around that problem. 
Says Kemp “You would search for 
a terribly small degree of pol- 
arisation. which would depend on 
the size of the planet and how far it 
. is from the star. With a planet the 


size of Jupiter, orbiting 1 0 million 
miles from the star, around one 
part ii\ 100.000 of the total light 
would be polarised. At Pine Mou- 
ntain. we have instruments that 
can detect that.” 

One in a million - 

And improvement is imminent. 
Kemp has developed ins- 
trumentation that can pick up pol- 
arisation changes of one part in a 
million. 

Availability of a telescope that 
can carry out long-term obs- 
ervations without being disturbed 
is crucial to this search for planets. 
For a variety of reasons, there are 
not many places where that’s pos- 
sible. 

Kemp sighs with satisfaction as 
he gets ready for another night's 
activity on Puie Mountain. “I can 
keep my instrumentation on the 
telescope for years, if I find som- 
ething interesting. What a lux- 
ury!” 


Mankiaer named to head Cherokee tribe 


It, 


By David Wilson 

Reuter 

TAHLEQUAH, Oklahoma - 
Former housewife and mother- 
of-two W ilma Manlcille r has bec- 
ome the first woman to lead a 
major American Indian tribe — 
the Cherokees, whose ancestors 
once ruled much of six sou- 
theastern states. 

Manlriller, 40, was installed this 
month as chief of the 67,000 Che- 
rokees, who now mostly live in 
northeastern Oklahoma. They are 
America's largest tribe after the 
Navajos. 

“There needs to be women in 
government. It’s good for women 
but it also shows the American 
Indian in a positive light," she 
said. 

Her tribespeople must remake 
their images of themselves as well 
as their troubled rural economy, 
she says. “It's easy to build a bui- 
lding, it's hard to change people's 
perceptions of themselves." 

Deputy chief since 1983, she 
was elevated when Ross Swi- 
mmer, chief for a decade, resigned 
to become an assistant secretary of 


the interior and head of the U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Women have led other Ame- 
rican Indian tribes, but none as big 
'as the Cherokee nation of Okl- 
ahoma. 

Mankiller, whose father was a 
full-blooded Cherokee and mot- 
her a white, says her self-image 
was sharpened by poverty, pre- 
judice, a near- crippling car acc- 
ident and a bout with muscular 
dystrophy. 

She said one of her top priorities 
was to help develop strong, local 
economies in northeastern Okl- 
ahoma where tribal members live. 
Unemployment has ran rampant 
throughout Cherokee com 7 
munities, varying from 10 to 50 
per cent 

Mankiller said she would emp- 
hasise growth of basic services, 
including housing, education and 
water systems and push for con- 
struction of a proposed $100 mil- 
lion hydroelectric plant on the 
Arkansas River. 

Under the administration of 
Swimmer and Marxkilier, the Che- 
rokee Nation of Oklahoma has 
acquired $33 million in assets, lar- 


gely through nine tribal bus- 
inesses, including a new firewood 
industry. 

An advocate of reducing Che- 
rokee dependence on federal 
funds, Mankiller said she opposed 
Indian-run bingo games, a pop- 
ular fundraising technique around 
the country. 

“From where we started, it wfll 
always be an uphill battle," Man- 
killer said. 

In 1838. In what is remembered 
as the “Trail of Tears”, more than 
17,000 Cherokees were forced by 
the U.S. government to march 
1,200 miles ( 1,900 km) from 
homes in Georgia, the Carolinas 
and Tennessee to lands in nor- 
thern Oklahoma. About 4,000 
Cherokees died daring the long 
trek. 

Manlrill er spent her early years 
with 10 brothers and sisters in 
Rocky Mountain, Oklahoma, and 
at the age of 11 moved with her 
family to San Francisco. Married 
at 19, she had two daughters but is 
now divorced. 

In 1969, she supplied food and 
supplies for Indian college stu- 


dents who briefly took over Alc- 
atraz Island in San Francisco Bay 
as a protest against treatment of 
native Americans. 

In 1977, she returned to Okl- 
ahoma and was hart in a head-on 
traffic collision that left much of 
her body crushed. While rec- 
uperating, she developed imb- 
alance and other symptoms of 
myasthenia gravis, a form of mus- 
cular dystrophy, which required 
surgery. 

In 1983, Swimmer encouraged 
her to ran for deputy chief. 

Her ascent to the top tribal chair 
raised few eyebrows among 
traditional-minded members of 
the tribe, mainly because of Swi- 
mmer’s support. 

Jay Dreadfuhvater, who ran 
against Mankiller in the race for 
deputy chief, described the Che- 
rokees who supported him as 
“ones with traditional Christian 
feelings that a woman chief is bad"' 
based on their religious beliefs. 

“She's a strong-minded woman 
and a good programme worker, 
and people recognise that," Dre- 
adfulwater said. 


For the woman who has everything — a memory bra 


By Keith Stafford 1 

■Reuter ■ I 

TOKYO — If you think everyone 
on yoor Christmas present list has 
everything, think again. 

Gadget-mad Japan has unv-j 
eiJed a few new ideas this year, ! 

How about a brassiere which 
renumbers your carves, a penguin 
that sweeps tabletops, a scr- 
eeching ami-sleep headband or a 
device that deters the hungry fem- 
ale mosquito? 

Japan h cheerfully cashing in on 
the west's present-buying Chr- 
istmas binge, even though Dec- 


ember 25 is a normal working day 
in this largely buddhist country. 

The static amaster at Hiroshima 
Central is playing “Hark Tire 
Herald Angels Sin^ over the pub- 
lic address system, and dep- 
artment stores in Tokyo’s fas- 
hionable Ginza shopping area are 
bristling with holly, mistletoe, 
Christmas trees, gangs of santas, 
and shoppers clutching their 
year-end bonuses. 

So what’s new on the shelves 
this year? 

* 'Tuxedo sam a small blue and 
white plastic penguin robot equ- 
ipped with a few brashes, win 


waddle across your Christmas 
dinner table sweeping crumbs and 
turkey bones to the floor. 

“Sam" ' comes fairly cheap at 
6,000 yen (30 dollars). The latest 
and largest remote-controlled 
robot for trundling dad’s scotch 
and soda across die sitting room 
will burn a 90,000 yen (450 dol- 
lar) hole in the bonus. 

For mothers and girlfriends,. 
Japan’s leading underwear com- 
pany, Wacoal, has unveiled the 
"sofree" memory bra made with a 
web of nictol-tifannim alloy wire. 

The shape of the owner is locked 
Into the bra at the first flush of 


body temperature and Wacoal 
says the alloy has a memory which 
makes the bra automatically rem- 
ould to a perfect supporting pos- 
ition each time it is worn. 

Housewives might like a gadget 
to end some washday blues: An 
electronic rain sensor called “it's 

raining ,”' 

At the first sign of rain this 
3,000-yen (15-doliar) wonder 
starts playing a time in the kitchen. 

Another electronic gadget ava- 
ilable this year alongside the 
ever-popular Japanese toilet 
seat-heater is die singing plastic 
telephone holder. 


Actors say Lincoln haunts 
theatre where he was shot 


By Bruce Russell 

Reuser 

WASHINGTON — Does the 
ghost of President Abraham Lin- 
coln look down today from the 
threatre box where be was ass- 
assinated 120 years ago, app- 
lauding actors and laughing at 
their jokes? 

Staff at Ford's Theatre, a com- 
bined working stage, shrine and 
museum in central Washington, 
say many actors are convinced 
Lincoln has been there since it 
resumed plays in 1968, sitting high 
above the stage in his gold-' 
draped, flag-festooned box. 

Sceptics may scoff, but the sup- 
erstition flourishes at the red- 
brick. 19th century building, scene 
of one of the darkest moments in 
U.S. history and now a prominent 
Washington theatre. 

“I have heard from different 
actors that they hear something 
coming from that side of the stage 
(by Lincoln's box), someone lau- 
ghing or dapping," says Larisa 
Wanserski. Ford’s publicity dir- 
ector. “It's something that makes 
yon stop and think-" 

She says one actor- was unn- 
erved when he held his hand out to 
take an object from a property 
man — and later learned the man 
bad missed his cue and there was 
no one there at the time. 


But such ghost stories do not 
impress Joe Geary, sup- 
erintendent of the U.S. Park Ser- 
vice, or Frank Hebblethwaite, 
curator, who operate Ford’s as a 
daytime museum. About 600,000 
tourists tramp through each year 
to see the place where Lincoln, 
who emancipated the slaves, was 
assassinated on April 14, 1865. 

Lincoln was watching a play 
when be was shot from behind by 
John Wilkes Booth, who then lea- 
ped to the stage, breaking a leg 
before making Iris getaway. He 
was apprehended two weeks later. 

Geary says: “I have notheaxd of 
any ghost,” while Hebblethwaite 
adds: “Lincoln’s ghost would 
much more likely be in the White 
House where be lived rather than 
in some theatre." 

But both recall that it was strong 
public feeling about the murder 
that led the Ford brothers, two 
Baltimore stage producers, to 
close the theatre soon after Lin- 
coln’s death. 

It became a government office 
and storehouse, falling into dan- 
gerous disrepair. In 1893 its floors 
collapsed under the weight of gov- 
ernment files, killing 22 and inj- 
uring 68. 

In 1932 the building was reo- 
pened as a museum, but it was not 
until the 1960s that actors trod the 
boards once again. 
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Rivalry among 
church groups at 
Christ’s birthplace 


By Galina Vromen 

Reuter 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank - 
Marking the place where Jesus 
was bora, the Church of the Nat- 
ivity has been plagued by rivalry 
among Christian groups com- 
peting for privileges to dean and 
repair the site. 

The 1. 600-year-old church off 
Bethlehem’s town square receives 
thousands of pilgrims each Chr- 
istmas. But few get a glimpse of 
what happens behind the scenes 
among Greek Orthodox, Arm- 
enians and Roman Catholics, who 
all claim rights to the site- 
Last year, police broke up a 
brawl between Greek Orthodox 
and Armenian priests fighting 
over who should dean a wall 


upper part — a difficult task for 
the Greeks who must lean their 
ladders above the Armenian area 
so as not to touch it. 

Last year’s scuffle, in which a 
priest was slightly injured, came 
when Greeks cleaning a nearby 
wall were challenged by Arm- 
enians, wbo said the Greeks had 
forfeited their right to the task by 
neglecting the hard-to-reach 
stretch for years. 

“We are sorry about what hap- 
pened last year. But the church is 
our inheritance. We cannot con- 
cede any of our rights to the Arm- 
enians," Greek Orthodox Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem Diodorus I 
told Reuters. 

Conflict has frequently sur- 
rounded die church, which was 
largely destroyed in the fourth 


above the entrance to the church . century and rebuilt in its present 
grotto, reputed site of Jesus' man- form by Emperor Justinian in the 


ger. 

“Cleaning and repairing implies 
rights of ownership. So it’s more 
than just a matter of who cleans 
what "said George Hintlian, spo- 
kesman for the Armenian Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem. 

Israeli officials who oversee rel- 
igious sites in the occupied Arab 
West Bank say the dispute may 
tom violent again this year during 
the annual cleaning at the end of 
December. 

“We have held countless mee- 
tings to try and get an agreement 
but things do not look at all rosy,” 
said Daniel Rossing, in charge of 
Christian communities division at 
the Religious Affairs Ministry. 

It is not the only dispute among 
the three groups who claim parts 
of the church, from where mid- 
night mass is beamed on Chr- 
istmas eve to television viewers 
around the world. 

For years, the groups bickered 
over the right to fix the leaky roof. 
The Greek Orthodox quietly rep- 
aired the roof two years ago in a 
move the Ar menians and Cat- 
holics still grumble about. 

Intricate rules regulate the upk-’ 
eep of the church, built in 326 by 
Roman Emperor Constantine and 
believed to be the oldest Christian 
site in regular use for worship. 

Documents drawn up in 1852 
under the Ottoman Tnrks and 
detailed further in 1929 under the 
British mandate are the basis for 
deter mining rights to clean, repair 
and worship. 

“The regulations go down to the 
centimetre in terms of space and 
minutes in terms of the (religious) 
services held by each group in the 
church," said Rossing. 

For example, the Armenians 
dean die lower five metres of one 
chapel wall and the Greeks the 


sixth century. 

Faced with destruction during a 
614 Persian invasion that ruined 
many Christian sites, it was saved 
because the Persians were int- 
rigued by a mosaic above the por- 
tal depicting the Magi in dress like 
their own. 

Reaching its most ornate state 
in the 12th century under crusader 
restorations, it has been dted as 
one of the causes of the Crimean 
War in the 19th century. 

By then, rights to the church 
had been complicated by Ottoman 
rulers who sold privileges to dif- 
ferent sects. 

“Rights were bounced back and 
forth by the Ottomans to the gro- 
ups in an expensive game for the 
Christians,'* said Rossing. 

When the French pressed Cat- 
holic claims to the site, the Ott- 
omans issued the 1852 documents 
which left most rights in Greek 
Orthodox hands. 

“The church was originally 
ours. By 1852 we had already lost 
some of our rights and since then 
the appetites of others have 
grown," Diodoros I said. 

All three groups have built 
monasteries along the edges of the 
basilica to increase their presence 
at the site. 

Under the British mandate, a 
60-page document set ownership 
of every icon, lamp, tapestry and 
key to tiie church as well as pro- 
cedures for cleaning each nook 
and cranny. 

On rules for the Grotto ent- 
rance, the guide says: “The nor- 
thern face of the Grotto is cleaned 
by the government. The pictures 
in the northern face of the Grotto 
are to be removed, the eastern one 
by the Orthodox, and the western 
one by the Armenians and rehung 
by them...” 


Book about exploited Turks in 
\N. Germany breaks sales records 


Sales of Gunter Wallraffs book in which he tells of the abuses he 
suffered during two and a half years he posed as a Turkish worker in 
West Germany have surpassed till predictions. Ganz unten (roughly, 
“Right at the bottom ") sold 647.258 copies in 14 days, a West Gernum 
record. Most of the buying public's imagination has been captured by 
Wallraffs account of when, disguised as “worker A li," he was loaned 
out by an employment agency to the Thyssen steelworks in Duisberg. 
Safety regulations were ignored, no social security payments were 
made, 12 nd the men were made to work in appalling conditions. The 
respected business newspaper, Hande/sblatt described the first rea- 
ction of Thyssen to the charges as “ not just regrettable but nasty ... 
plays into the hands of those who want to do away with the economic 
system." Translations of the book are to appear in Turkey, Holland 
and Scandinavia, Italy. France, Spain, Britain, the USA and in some 
East Bloc countries - including Albania. In Turkey it is being ser- 
ialised by a newspaper. This report is by Stefan Geiger in the Stu- 
ttgarter Zeitung. 
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WALLRAFFs unadorned and 
plain-speaking book is making 
history: it is reaching far beyond 
the ranks of educated and pol- 
itically aware readers to find a 
chord in a wider audience. 

Wallraff played the role of Ali 
Sigirlioglu, a Turk seeking work 
illegally in Germany, who suffered 
at toe hands of Germans both big 
and small. 

In this story of exploitation, he 
was used by, among others, the 
Thyssen steel company in Dui- 
sberg. 

Here, loan workers got paid 
between five marks and 8.50 
marks an hour. Thyssen paid 52 
marks an hour to the agency. Wal- 
lraff worked where it was dirtiest 
in terms of both human dignity 
and physical safety. 

As he put together his story, 
Wallraff had doubts about what 
tiie reaction would be. The idea of 
posing as a Turk is not a new one, 
but the lengths Wallraff went to is. 
But the sheer strength of the rea- 
ction has driven out the doubt. 

He has not become merely a 
best-selling author — he has also 
changed things. For example the 


broker in human manpower who 
faimed“AlTout — heisafonner 
councillor in a north German city 
and was once talked about as a 
possible Social Democrat can- 
didate for Bonn — cannot do any 
more business with Thyssen. He is 
being investigated by the public 
prosecutor. 

Thyssen, which had got rid of 
part of its regular workforce bec- 
ause it preferred to be able to 
make use of the cheaper hired 
labour as it needed It, has now off- 


ered permanent jobs to several- 
dozen of “Alfs" workmates and 
some have been sent at toe com- 
pany’s cost to health -cure centres 
for recuperation and check-up. 

( Wallraff himself has developed 
a chronic form of bronchitis: “ ... in 
no time, it (the dust) is so thick 
that you can't see your hand in 
front of your eyes. You don’t bre- 
athe the dust in any more, you 
swallow it and eat it. It chokes you. 
Every breath is torture. Three 
hours. That means breathing in 
3,000 times. Which means bre- 
athing in 3,000 times. Which 
means pumping the lungs full of 
coke dust ... in between you try 
and get your breath back, but 
there is no escape, beause you 
have to work.”) 

The workers were without pro- 
tective clothing and safety’ pro- 
cedures were ignored. Now the 
legally required dust masks are 
available and engineers are ins- 
pecting plants. 

The Sate prosecutor is looking 
at the affair not only on suspicion 
of fax evasion and hiring of illegal 
labour, but also on the ground that 
the company might have by its 
behaviour caused bodily harm. 

Some of the workers have been 
found to have lead levels in the 
blood far beyond what is regarded 
as acceptable. This has been tra- 
ced back to the metal dust in which 
they had to work at Thyssen. 

Thyssen, which has said very lit- 
tle in defence of Wallraffs claims 
(in a television programme it had 
at first tried to offload all blame on 
the agency, saying that it was a 
sub-contractor affair) now says it 
will investigate all charges and wfll 



Gunter Wallraff and Ms book (photo by Sven Slum) 
not stand in toe way of any ind- with the dirtier jobs in the works. 


ependent investigating com- 
mission. 

Wallraff now says that toe pub- 
lication of the book has changed 
attitudes among workers. There 
used to be the jokes. One be heard 
went like this: “What is the dif- 
ference between the Jews and toe 
Turks? Answer: “The Jews have it 
all behind them." 

Wallraff says that the lou- 
dmouths among those who hate 
foreigners dare not speak out any 
more. The silent majority did not 
>ve of the tirades of hate, but 
were delivered all the same. 
The fact that they are no longer, 
says Wallraff, gives foreign (for- 
eign in West Germany generally 
means Turkish) workers a great 
deal more confidence. 

Wallraff has been invited to a 
meeting of the works council 
(committee formed by members 
of toe staff) at Thyssen which, he 
says has until now kept a long way 
away from having anything to do 


Now the works council wants 
more permanent jobs to be made 
available. 

He says that toe indignation 
aroused by his book is so great 
that, for toe first time, he isn'thav- 
ing to justify his methods (he has 
worked anonymously in various 
roles in order to expose, including 
one as a member of the editorial 
staff of toe mass-circulation daily, 
BM). 

And “Alfs" work colleagues in • 
this affair need not fear pro- 
secution because they are illegal 
workers. They will only be called 
as witnesses. The Mayor of Dui- 
sburg has talked with some of 
them and he is to take steps to get 
them residence permits. 

Reverberations have gone far 
beyond West German borders, as 
would be expected. The book’s 
publication has dominated the 
front pages of even strongly con- 
servative Turkish newspapers. 
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English clubs on verge 
of radical agreement 


LONDON (AP) — After months of heated debate, 
. English soccer officials have agreed on a proposed 
package to streamline the domestic game and avert 
the threat of a breakaway “Super League. 5 ' 


. The package features a 

- relegation-pronwtion playoff sys- 
tem used by other European cou- 
ntries and the United States. 

' Hit by poor attendance and dec- 

- lining sponsorship, the nation's 
■five biggest dubs — Liverpool, 
. Manchester United, Everton, 

- Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur 

threatened to split from the 
; 92-team professional football lea- 
gue. 

They wanted to invite other 
■major dubs into their own “Super 
: League” ; competition which 
would have completely reshaped 
English soccer. 

But a compromise blueprint will 
still give Britain's smaller teams a 
: chance of making the first division 
while allowing toe top teams who 
wanted a “ Super League'* a bigger 
: slice of the TV -advertising cake. 

The blueprint, agreed in pri- 
inriple by representatives of the 
four professional divisions, is exp- 
ected to be ratified by a meeting of 
all 92 club chairmen early in the 
new year. 

If approved, it would mark the 
most radical change in the format 
of the domestic league for over 60 
•years. 

Under the proposed agreement, 
■the 22-te am English Fust Division 

- the largest in Europe — would 
be reduced to 20 clubs in time for 
the 1988-9 season, and the second 
division increased to ?4. 

To achieve this, a playoff sys- 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tika away Is available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


3 'J. 6 38968 


tem, already employed in France, 
West Germany, die Soviet" Union 
and the United States, would 
come info effect at the end of next 
season. 

As at present, the bottom throe 
clubs in the First Division 'would 
be relegated, but only two from 
the Second Division dubs aut- 
omatically would go up. 

Instead, the dub finishing 19th 
in the First Division would playoff 
against the teams placed third, 
fourth and fifth in the Second Div- 
ision, with the winner going into 
the top section. 

This would leave 21 Fust Div- 
ision teams for the 1987-88 sea- 
son. The same procedure would 
be repeated at the end of that sea- 
son, cutting the First Division 
down to 20 dubs. 

A similar playoff system would 
be used by the lower divisions. 

The new format will run for a 
trial period of two years after 
which officials are expected to 
deckle whether to leave the -first 
division at 20 teams, or to trim it 
further. 

The package also includes a red- 
istribution of television and spo- 
nsorship money that would favour 
the first division teams who will 
share approximately 50 per cent 
of the revenue. Soccer pools' ear- 
nings will still be shared equally 
among the four divisions. 

Otter major items proposed 
iadade a change in the league's 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 pjn. - Midnight 


archaic voting rules and a new 
knockout competition, named the 
“British' Cup," featuring teams 
from both England and Scotland. 

Historically, the English and 
Scottish domestic leagues have 
their own, separate knockout tou- 
rnaments. These would be sup- 
plemented by the new com- 
petition. 

“ This package can cany English 
Football into the 21st Century. I 
now hope all talk of a breakaway 
and split has been averted," said 
Gordon Taylor, chairman of the 
Professional Footballers Ass- 
ociation , the players’ union. 

“We have gone as far as we can 
at present but eventually, there’s 
got to be many more items put into 
the package to ensure the game is 
presented properly,’* said Taylor. 

“I want to see better stadiums, 
stewarding and family facilities 
and better player-referee rel- 
ations." 

The new package was wel- 
comed throughout the league, 
from the most illustrious to the 

lesser-known clubs. 

“Itis hoped that the playoff idea 
will catch public imagination " 
Said Philip Carter, chairman of 
First Division champions, Eve-' 
rton. 

Neville Ovendea, chairman of 
Fourth Division Orient, one of 
many small dubs that could have 
been financially hurt by a bre- 
akaway league, also welcomed the 
proposals. 

“They will keep more clubs inv- 
olved and stimulate interest,” be 
said. 

One advantage of a trimmed 
down English First Division would 
be the removal of four Saturdays 
from the league calendar. This 
would give valuable preparation 
time to the English national team. 

Unlike most European cou- 
ntries, soccer authorities in Eng- 
land rarely postpone league mat- 
ches immediately prior to a major 
international. 

England Manager Bobby Rob- 
son, who has been campaigning 
fiercely for more time to prepare 
his team for big matches, said in a 
recent television interview: 

“If you want national success, 
you’ve got to give the England 
manager a better chance. The 
preparation for international foo- 
tball in this country at present is 
abysmah^rT* — .- 7 — r ' ' 



EGs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan addresses a meeting of 
representatives of sports activities at A1 Hussein Youth City in 
Amman Monday (Petra photo) 


Alblston poised to return 
for Manchester United 

LONDON (R) — Arthur Alb- home. 

iston looks set for a return at left Danish midfielder Jan Mblby, 
back when injury-struck En glish who missed the match against 
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United meet champions Everton 
at Goodison Park on Thursday. 

United, 10 points clear at the 
start of last month, still lead by 
four bat they have won only two of 
their fast seven matches and have 
already lost three times to Everton 
this season. 

Sixth-placed Everton have had 
their share of injury worries but 
they are still capable of playing 
quality soccer mid their morale 
will receive a si gnifican t boost if 
England defender Gary Stevens, 
who has a toe injury , is passed fit 

Thursday’s match looks the 
most diffic ult of United's three 
holiday fixtures but they also face 
a tough challenge on Saturday 
when they travel to Newcastle 
who held second-placed Liv- 
erpool to a draw last Saturday. 

Liverpool, poised for any fur- 
ther slips by United, also travel 
away twice to Manchester City 
and Nottingham Forest phis ent- 
ertaining Sheffield Wednesday at 


ectkm, trained Monday and is lik- 
ely to {day a gains t City on Thu- 
rsday while player-manager 
Kenny Dalglish stands by for his 
first start in two months if Craig 
Johnston fails to recover from a 
back injury. 

West Ham, sitting in third place, 
visit Tottenham for the first of 
'their three fixtures. 

Former England forward Alan 
Devonshire has recovered from a 
jaw injury but winger Marie Ward 
is doubtful with a calf injury. 

Tottenham have G raham Rob- 
erts ruled out by suspension and 
must decide whether Gary Ste- 
vens or Paul MUler will fill the def- 
ensive gap. 

Chelsea, just one point behind 
West Ham, face fellow- 
Londoners Queen’s Park Ran- 
gers, without suspended Keith 
Jones and Darren Wood but hop- 
eful of having David Speedde back 
after a mourn injury. 


Delegates from Jordanian sports organisations and federations begin a three-day meeting Monday 


Christmas 

Luncheon 
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SANTA, THE MADRIGALS AND KAL1NKA TRIO 
WILL BE ENTERTAINING ALL YOU LUCKY FOLKS 
WHILE YDU ENJOY OUR ELABORATE CHRISTMAS BUFFET 



BALLROOM 
1,00 P.M- 5,30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY THE 25th OF DECEMBER 

Call For Reservations 660100 Ext. 2019/2030 
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* * *GIFT FOR THE NEW YEAR * * * 

The Jordan National Lottery invites you to win and 
participate in the welfare of the poor, needy and cri- 
ppled 


The Largest Single Prize in Jordan Ever.. 
* * * JD 40,000 (Forty Thousand) * * * 


Prizes allocated total JD 96,000 (Ninty Six Thousand)! 
Tickets are available with the vendors, and at the hea- 
dquarters of the General Union of Voluntary Societies, 
Jabal Luweibdeh, tel: 630398 

Don't miss this great opportunity, 

Be one of the winners!!!! 

Results of the lottery will be issued on 1st January 1986 

Jordan Welfare Lottery 


Senegal 
remains 
unbeaten 
in African 
basketball 

ABIDJAN (R) — Ali-sxmquering 
Senegal remained the onJy unb- 
eaten teamatlheend of the fourth 
day of the 13th African Basketball 

(Tin mp in wihip . 

The Senegalese, four times 
winners of the competition, scored 
their third victory in a row when 
they beat Nigeria 97-93 and lead 
Group B from current champions 
Egypt, who crushed Mauritania 
104-68. 

In another Group B match, 
Mozambique routed Guinea 
109-70 to keep alive their chances 
of a semi-final berth. 

In Group A, Ivory Coast, the 
1981 champions, suffered their 
first defeat at the hands of the 
Central African Republic. The 
unheralded Centrafiicans, str- 
engthened by the late arrival of 
Spanish-based Lavodrama, won 
92-76. 

Kenya were beaten by Tunisia 
92-75, their third defeat in a row, 
and face an almost impossible task 
against Ivory Coast. 


Platini wins ‘Golden 
Football’ for 3rd time 


PARIS (Agencies) — The pre- 
stigious Balloon cTOr (Golden 
Football) for the best European 
footballer of the season has been 
won for the third time by French 
Chptain Michel Platini, now pla- 
ying with Juventus of Turin, Italy, 
the magazine France Football has 
announced. 

Platini got 127 points out of a 
possible 130 from the jury of 26 
experts from. as many European, 
countries/ ■' :: ” r ^ 

Platini is only &cf second player ' 
to win the award three tomes, after 
Dutchman John Cruiff. 

The award, organised by France 
Football is the latest in a string of 
honours won by the talented mid- 
fielder. 

At fixe end of last month Platini 
was named World Player of the 
Year for fee second successive 
year by fee influential London- 
based magazine World Soccer. 

Earlier this month he won the 
“Onze vfOr^ nomination awa- 
rded by the French soccer Onze 
Magazine. 



Mkfaei Platini 


Istanbul 

THE TYPICAL ORIENTAL 
CUISINE IN TOWN 




For Our Genuine Jordanian Hospitality ■» Call us, 
we pick you , feed you take you back to your hotel 


ISTANBUL! - Jabal Amman' Near The Spanish Embassy,TeL638212 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Spacious roof top terrace with a view. 2 plus bed- 
rooms, well furnished salon, kitchen, also telephone. 
Good location near Housing Bank Commercial Centre. 

. Call 624160 & 622776, 8:00 - 17:00 daily. 


WANTED 

Live-in Housemaid 

Call 641338, 641339 (from 10 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m.) 


1986 NEW YEAR EVE 
IN DAMASCUS 

Sheraton and Meridien 
Special Prices for Children 
Prizes - Gifts - Surprises 
(Free Drinks inclusive) 

Katouri Travel & Tourist Agency Tel: 638804 
Al Maha Tourism Agency, Tel: 819805 ' 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

THE GOONIES 

(Colour) 

PwftwnarwM - 3:30. 8.00, 030;, iQOO 



Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155 

ACE UP MY SLEEVE 


(Colour) 

PtformvK**; 3.-30, 6/oa 3 .- 90 - 


Cinema 

fL-HCiSSEiN 

Tel: 622112 

SAYYED QISHTA 

(Arabic) 

(Colour) 

iormsnets: 12 . 00 , 300. 5.-90, 5: 


★ Qm- T heatre# 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

BEST FRIENDS 


(Colour) 

Performs™** 8.00, 800. HWtf 


Cinema 


Tel: 622198 

YUDH 


(Colour) 

rmances.-izeo, a. 00 . 5 .- 30 . 8.00 


Cinema 1 

OPERA 

Abdfl&MM'MacfttoM 
Tel: 675573 

AMANI UNDER . 
RAINBOW 
(Colour) I 

Pfrformancaa ■ 3 . 30 . 600 , aOOi, J 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
wading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterii 
One U.S. 


One ounce of gold 


1.4240/60 

1.3950/60 

2JQ50/75 

2.8240/60 

2.1040/60 

■51.22/3 2 

7.6750/850 

1708/1712 

202.70/90 

7.6700/850 

7.6525/675 

9.0950/1100 

324.90/325.40 


UU. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


, LONDON (R) . — The marketdosed mixed but with a firm bias in 
quiet trading ahead erf the Christmas holiday, dealers said. At 
1200 GMT Tuesday the FTSE 100 index was 2.9 up at 1391-5. 

I CL showed no movement at 732 while Cable and Wireless at 
590 and Distillers at 488 were 5p higher apiece. Beecham put oh 
8pto 348 amid ma rket rumours of a possible bid for the company. 

In higher banks, Natwest ended 5p up at 677 , while insurances 
and golds were lower. Government bonds showed gains of around 
1/16 point in thin trading, dealers said. 

~ P and O extended Monday’s gains to close lOp up at 438, 
following the acquisition of a 50.01 per cent stake in a company 
holding a 20.8 per cent interest in European Ferries. European 
Ferries was unchanged at 239. 

Logics lost 22pto 11 9, folio wing news of the withdrawal of the 
bid from Electronic Data Systems, but has since recovered to 134. 
Reuters gained 8p to 335 on buying in the U.S., dealers said. In 
mixed oils, B.P. added 3p to 551, while Shell was unchanged at 
6.61. 

The F.T. 30 index closed 2.7 up at 1 1 16.2 while the FTSE 100- 
ended 2.9 higher at 13915. 


YOUR DAILY 


from the Carroll Rlghter Institute ■ 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DEC. 2S, IMS 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Happy holidays! Much 
activity is present today, and much pleasure can be in 
effect for families and individuals. Later, an influence 
indicates many changes in attitudes and relationships. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your partners have good 
ideas to talk over with you in the evening. This can lead 
to better understanding for the future. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You are able to gain 
fine benefits today and tonight. Discuss with a finan- 
cier how to add to your abundance in the new year. 

. . GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Spend some time with 
partners today, and plan the future more wisely. The 
evening can be very happy socially. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) The day can 
bfijhKgrib charming with the one you love and much hap- 
pmesa^s possible. Make* fine plans for the future. 

-LEO IJui 22 to Aug. 21) Getting friends to join with 
you and family at holiday festivities can make this a 
delightful day. ' 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) A good day to remember 
bigwigs on this festive day, and show them particular 
thought. Invite, several in to your home. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) A good day to start 
„ writing, thank-you notes for nice gifts, especially those 
you have received from out of town. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Your intuition is good 
and you can establish greater harmony with your mate 
now. Later you can discuss whatever is practical 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You have an op- 
portunity to help others out of their confusion today. 
Enjoy a fine family dinner. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A good day to 
understand every phase of any situation and clarify it 
Bring more cheer into the lives of others. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be your gregarious 
self and see as many good friends as you can on this holi- 
day. Show much affection. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Home is the center of 
activity today and much happiness can reign there. In- 
vite outsiders in also. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she wfll 
have many changes in the life and will find a point of 
contact with persons of different cultures and environ- 
ment Permit to have many young friends around. A 
very inventive adult here ana one who can act quickly 
in a time of emergency. 
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Kuwait plans to liquidate 
oil company, paper says 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to 
liquidate a state-run company 
managing investments in 'dow- 
nstream oil projects overseas bec- 
ause of uncertainty in world oil 
markets, the Arabic daily A1 Anba 
said Tuesday. 

Kuwait’s official stock market 
last month suspended trading in 
shares of the Kuwait International 
Petroleum Investment Company 
(KIPIC), set up in 1980 by the 
state oil firm Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC). 

AJ Anba said KPC. whose cha- 
irman is Oil Minister Ali AJ Kha- 
lifa A1 Sabah, had agreed to a vote 
by private KIPIC shareholders, 
with a total 22 per cent stake, on 
liquidation. 

It quoted Sheikh Ali as saying 
KIPIC had held back from inv- 
olvement with foreign projects 
because of uncertain markets. 

KPC officials have declined 
comment on newspaper reports 
that KPCs net profit fell 25 per 
cent to 209 mil Bon dinars ($718.9 
million) in the year to last June. 

Sh eikh Ali, quoted by AJ Anba, 


said KEPlCs assets exceeded 
nominal paid-up capital and the 
share value at which its stock last 
traded. He gave no details. 

KIPIC s initial capital waslOO 
million dinars (5344 million), of 
which 30 per cent was offered to 
die public. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait's stock 
exchange this week resumed tra- 
ding in shares of four Gulf banks 
following suspension in October, 
along with shares of some other 
firms during a state appraisal of 
the coporate sector's health. 

First Gulf Bank, Bahrain Int- 
ernational Bank, Bahrain Middle 
East Bank and the United Gulf 
Bank were able to resume tra ding 
after it was dear they were not 
covered by the study, an exchange 
spokesman said. 

He said 39 Gulf shareholding 
companies — eight on the official 
market and the rest on the parallel 
market — were still suspended, 
along with 14 Kuwaiti dosed sha- 
reholding firms, half of them listed 
on the official market. 


Bangladesh professionals 
threaten to shut services 


DHAKA (R) - About 40,000 
striking doctors, engineers and 
agricultural experts vowed Tue- 
sday to shut down vital services 
Wednesday if their demands for 
more pay and higher status are not 
met 

As the strike moved into its 
third day a statement by the str- 
ikers’s coordination committee 
said the Bangladesh government 
had not responded to their dem- 
ands. 

“We are being driven into des- 
peration. We have kept the vital 
supplies going despite our strike. 
But this may not be possible from 
tomorrow if the authorities rem- 
ain unoonceraed about us,” it said. 

Workers' demands include sta- 


tus for professional employees 
and a pay rise. 

Strike official, Mr. A J.M. Am, 
said a shutdown would disrupt 
water and power supplies and tel- 
ephone and rail services. He den- 
ied government charges that the 
stoppage was aimed primarily at 
winning higher pay for pro- 
fessional employees. 

“More pay is just the last of our 
nine demands. We want our status 
recognised than anything else ."be 
said. 

The strike began hours after the 
military government said it would 
restore free political and trade 
union activity cm Jan. 1 in a move 
to return the country to dem- 
ocracy after four years of martial . 
law. 


Profit-seekers drive Wall 
Street stocks sharply lower 


NEW YORK (R) - The New 
York stock market dosed sharply 
lower Monday as investors sur- 
veyed the economic scene and 
decided there were plenty of rea- 
sons -to take profits; 

The Dow Jones industrial ave- . 
rage fell 14.22 to 1.528.78. 

The New York Stock Exchange 
composite index fell 130 to 
120.01, and the average price per 
share decreased 40 cents. 

Declines led advances 1187 to 
492 and trading volume fell to 
107 .89 million shares from 170.27 
million on Friday. It was the slo- 
west trading day in three weeks. 

Mr. Hugh Johnson of First Alb- 
any Corp said some investors were 
probably disappointed that the 
Federal Reserve did not cut the 
discount rate on Friday. He said 
fresh economic data from Was- 
hington Monday made it less lik- 
ely that there would be a cut. 

Mr. Michael Metz of the Opp- 
enheimer Securities firm said sev- 
eral developments gave investors 
an excuse to take profits after the 
strong run-up in share prices since 


Peanuts 


September. 

Car and airlines stocks were 
among the worst hit Mr. Metz 
said some investors were worried 
that a new round of fare-cutting by 
US. airlines * On 'tkntielstic r routes 
could hurt profits in the'itfdustcy - 
and there were similar concerns 
that recent moves to reintroduce 
financing incentives in the car ind- 
ustry could cut the profits of Det- 
roit's big manufacturers. 

ATT (American Telephone and 
Telegraph) was the most actively 
traded stock, and fell by $1/4 to 
$24-7/8. 

General Motors skidded two to 
$72, Ford S2-Mi to S55-Vi and 
Chrysler $ 7 /a to $44. Among air- 
lines, AMR (American Airlines) 
fell Si- Vs to $39- 7 /b, UAL (Uni- 
ted) Sl-Vi -to $49, Southwest $ V* 
to $26-%, Delta S’A to $3S-ft 
and U.S Air $ 7 /s to $34-%: 

Adding pressure to the selloff, 
Mr. Metz said, was a fear that U.S. 
retailers might not have as strong a 
Christmas selling period as they 
hoped. 


Reagan to seek changes in trade 
section of new farm legislation 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan Is con- 
cerned that protectionist provisions of a new farm 
hill will backfire on the United States and will ask 
Congress to modify them. 


The provisions became law 
Monday when Mr. Reagan signed 
a five-year, $52 billion measure 
designed to bring sweeping cha- 
nges to federal farm policy and 
spur exports of American agr- 
icultural products. 

In approving the legislation, 
Mr. Reagan strongly objected to 
several of its provisions, including 
some relating to trade, which he 
said “could well backfire on us.” 

The bill calls for grain export 
subsidies to help U.S. producers 
compete more effectively against 
the European Community, Aus- 
tralia, Argentina and Canada. 

It also imposes new curbs on' 
sugar imports that could hurt 
Latin American exporting cou- 
ntries and includes a new directive 
to export dairy products that could 
affect New Zealand. 

Calling the provisions totally 
counter-productive, Mr. Reagan 
said his a dminis tration will work 
with Congress next year to make 
appropriate changes. 

Mr. Reagan hailed other fea- 
tures of the farm bill and a sep- 
arate form credit measure 1 , also 
signed into law during a White 
■House ceremony. 

He said of the farm bill: “Per- 
haps the most helpful thing it does 
is establish predictable long-term 
policies so that our farmers will be 
able to make realistic plans for 
investment and production .’ v 

The price and income support 


bill is the costliest in U.S. history, 
setting projected costs for gov- 
ernment pace supports at about 
$52 billion over the first three 
years of the programme — some 
$2 -billion more than the White 
House wanted. 

Enactment of the legislation fol- 
lowed a year of bitter debate the 
administration and Congress over 
how to cope with severe problems 
in the U3. agricultural sector. 

Mr . Reagan sought deep cuts in 
income supports to move towards 
a more market-orientated farm 
policy, but Congress insisted on 
phased reductions to prevent the 
farm crisis, at a near-depression 
-level in some area, from wor- 
sening. 

“What we do today recognises 
that the health of American agr- 
iculture is essential to the well- 
being of the American economy,'* 
the president said as be signed the 
measure. 

The other bill he signed reo- 
rganises the privately run farm 
credit system, which has suffered 
massive losses because of low crop 
prices, declining exports and fel- 
ling land prices. 

Mr. Reagan said the bill would 
ensure a steady supply of credit to 
formers while reassuring inv- 
estors. Bat critics contend it fav- 
ours giant agricultural producers 
at the expense of small family far- 
mers. 

Meanwhile, the Reagan adra-. 


U.N. official says Africa 
crisis is far from over 


[ NAIROBI (R) — Africa’s eco- 
nomic crisis is for from over des- 
pite bumper harvests this year, 
according to U.N. Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) 

, Executive Secretary Adebayo 
Adedeji. 

In an end-of-year statement he 
said that although Africa’s 1985 
crop was expected to bfc 14 million 
tonnes over last year’s disastrous 
harvest, there was no room for 
complacency. 

“The good rains of 1985 and the 
consequential bumper harvest 
should however not lead us to the 
naive conclusion that Africa has 
now overcome its drought- 
induced problems,' "he said. 

“First of all, the food balance is 
still 'precarious, since in many 
areas the new harvest is not yet in. 
In other cases, due to tike massive 
disruptions caused by the drought, 
the population has not been able 
to take advantage of the good 
rains, through lack of seeds, erf 
draught animals or simply because 
it has been forced to emigrate far 
from home in the search for food 
and shelter,” he added. 

Mr. Adedeji also said that alt- 
hough almost 6.6 million tonnes of 
food aid had been pledged for 
1985/86, distribution was causing 
serious problems and much food 


had not been delivered to those in 
need. 

African governments needed to 
establish debt monitoring offices' 
to keep an accurate estimate of 
their debts, he said. 

One of the problems in Africa 
was that many countries did not 
know just how much they owed 
and thus were not in a portion to 
take realistic debt policy mea- 
sures, Mr. Adedeji added. 

He estimated the continent's 
total debt at over $170 billion in 
1985. 

Mr. Adedeji said Africa'S eco- 
nomy was expected to grow by just 
over two per cent this year, com- 
pared with 0.5 per cent in the per- 
iod 1980-84. 

“But this growth is mostly the 
result of better weather conditions 
which boosted agricultural pro- 
duction considerably” he said. 

“Therefore, Africa’s economic 
crisis is for from being over and' 
with die poor prospects indicated 
by weak external demand and dec- 
lining investments, major efforts 
.aimed at rehabilitating the Afr- 
ican economies and laying the 
foundation for tong-term dev- 
elopment are dearly needed if the 
region is to resume significant 
growth,” he added. 


frustration has strongly criticised a 
proposal by the Federal Reserve 
Board, the US. central bank, to 
restrict the use of so-called junk 
bonds to finance corporate tak- 
eovers. 

The Justice Department, in a 
public comment filed with the cen- 
tral bank and backed by the Tre- 
asury, labour and commerce dep- 
artments, said limiting the use of 
below-investraent-grade bonds, 
or junk bonds, to finance cor- 
porate takeovers would reduce 
the numbers of takeover attempts. 

That would eliminate an imp- 
ortant source of pressure on com- 
panies to operate efficiently, har- 
ming shareholders, investors and 
the U.S. economy in general, the 
Justice Department said in the 
comment filed Monday. 
Administration opposes pro- 
posed 

Fed roles on junk bonds 

The comment brought the 
free-market Reagan adm- 
inistration into unusual open con- 
flict with the independent central 
bank on the workings of the fin- 
ancial system. 

The Federal Reserve (Fed) is 
worried about the increase in debt 
caused by a series of corporate 
takeovers financed by low-grade 
bonds but its proposal to restrict 
their use has been criticised not 
only by takeover experts like T. 
Boone Pickens but other bus-' 
inessmen. 

In a separate letter to the bank, 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) asked it to eit- 
her abandon the proposal alt- 
ogether or send it back for forher 
study. 

The SEC and the a dm- 

Banks agree 
Texaco $1.6 

NEW YORK (R) - Texaco, the 
U.S. ofl company involved in a 
major legal battle, said Monday 
night that banks had agreed to 
advance it up to $1.6 billion. 

Texaco and certain of its sub- 
sidiaries had entered into a rec- 
eivables purchse agreement with a 
syndicate of major domestic and 
international banks, Mr. Larry 
Bingham, a spokesman at its 
White Plains headquarters, said. 

The agreement involves Texaco 
selling to the banks, on a con- 
tinuing basis, up to $1 .6 billion of 
money it expects to receive in its 
accounts. 

late last week the company said 
that it was nearing completion of 
negotiations on a loan package 
amounting to $1.7 billion. Man- 
ufacturers Hanover was reported 
to be the lead bank in a 30- 
member bank syndicate talking 
■ with Texaco. 

“Details of the loan package are 
expected to be announced soon,” 
the spokesman said, but they were 
not immediately available. 

Texaco has been under pressure 
as its sources of short-term fin- 
ancing dried up in the face of last 
month's $11.1 billion award aga- 
inst it for damages and interest 
made to the Texas company Pen- 
□zoU. The award raised the pro- 


inistration questioned foe legal 
authority of the Federal Reserve 
to acton foe junk-bonds issue wit- 
hout the involvement of Congress. 

The SEC. which regulates U.S. 
securities markets, said it was con- 
cerned that foe Fed proposal 
would spawn lawsuits, bog down 
friendly as well as hostile tak- 
eovers, and could have a variety of 
unintended economic con- 
sequences. 

The SEC is foe agency that enf- 
orces foe Fed’s margin rules — the 
regulations that set out how much 
of a financial transaction must be 
paid for initially in cash. 

The Fed on Dec. 6 voted by 
three to two to apply a 50 per cent 
margin rule to corporate takeover 
attempts, now often financed thr- 
ough foe sale of debt securities 
issued by shell corporations aga- 
inst foe assets of foe firm being 
taken over. 

Under foe new plan only half of 
such a deal oouid be paid for with 
debt. 

In its comments, foe SEC said 
the proposal might “unduly com- 
plicate its ability to enforce the 
margin requirements, and to sec- 
ure prompt and consistent rem- 
edies for violations.” 

The SEC warned that foe pro- 
posal also could promote tak- 
eovers by foreign concerns — to 
which the margin requirements do 
not apply — and would probably 
deter takeovers of large cor- 
porations. 

"'This result may or may not be 
desirable, but appears to fall wit- 
hin foe province of Congress thr- 
ough legislation, rather than of the 
board through rule int- 
erpretation .'"the SEC said. 

to advance 
billion loan 

r t that Texaco might have to 
for bankruptcy to pursue an 
appeal. 

Texaco and Pennzofl have been 
holding talks in secret on a pos- 
sible settlement of foe case, in 
which a Texas court ruled that 
Texaco unethically interested in 
PennzoiTs 1984 attempt to bay 
Getty OB. Texaco bought Getty 
for $10.1 billion. 

A temporary injunction against 
Peonzofl'attempting toTollecnron 
its award was issued by a UJ5. dis- 
trict court in New York last Tue- 
sday and extended Indefinitely on 
Friday while foe companies dis- 
cuss a settlement 
Earlier reports said terms of foe 
banks’ loan package for Texaco 
would involve the oil company 
piaying an up-front fee of $2.1 mil- 
lion and a charge of 0.37 5 percent 
on unused portions of foe loan. 

Banking sources also said foe. 
syndicate would charge Texaco an 
interest rate of 0.75 per cent over 
the London Inter Bank Offered 
Rate (LIBOR), the benchmark 
for international lending, for Eur- 
odollar deposits. 

Texaco nas been maintaindzig 
silence on foe talks with Pennzofl 
and earlier Monday would neither 
characterise foe tenor of foe talks 
or cite their location. 
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3 die in S. African 
gold mine protests 

JOHANNESBURG (R) —A white man was stabbed way they sppaitatiyie&vri new< 


to death and two blacks were kiOed by rnbber bnQets 
in protests at a gold mine near Johannesburg early 
Tuesday, police said. 


The incident brought the death 
toll in 24 hours of racial violence 
to 11. Rve whites were killed 
Monday in a bomb blast blamed 
on black guerrillas near Durban 
and three blacks were killed in 
other incidents. 

Police headquarters in Pretoria 
said security staff fired rubber bul- 
lets to quell protests at the Wes- 
ton aria Gold Mine west of Joh- 
annesburg after the white man had 
been killed and two others wou- 
nded. 

Police said the bullets were fired 
at a large group of blacks throwing 
stones. Vehicles and offices were 
damaged. 

Another black man was shot 
dead after' a petrol bomb was 
thrown by a mob surrounding a 
policeman’s bouse in Soshanguve, 
central Transvaal, police said. The 
mob had threatened the pol- 
iceman's wife for allegedly buying 
goods in a white area. 

Police killed another two black 
protesters in a flare-up in the huge 
black township of Soweto outside 
Johannesburg. 

The official death toll in Mon- 
day’s holiday resort bombing was 
revised down to five from earlier 
official figure of six Tuesday. 


Forty-seven are now listed as inj- 
ured, compared to the earlier fig- 
ure of 44. 

The bomb blast ripped through 
a shopping centre thronged with 
Christmas shoppers and hol- 
idaymakers at Amanzimtoti near 
the Indian Ocean port of Durban. 

Black Nationalist leader W inni e 
Mandela said Tuesday that she 
had been rearrested by police 
when she returned to her home in 
Soweto township Monday soon 
after appearing at a Johannesburg 
court. 

Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed 
nationalist leader Nelson Man- 
dela, was arrested on Sunday for 
breaking an order banning her 
from the Johannesburg district, 
including Soweto. 

A Johannesburg magistrates’ 
court freed her Monday on con- 
dition she appear again on Jan. 22. 
Mis. Mandela then returned str- 
aight to Soweto. 

“The police advised me for- 
mally that I was being rearrested 
for the same offence as on Sun- 
day,'* she told Reuters by tel- 
ephone from a Cape Town hotel. 

She said the police were driving 
her to Krugersdorp police station, 
west of Johannesburg, but on the 


Argentine couple to seek 
life sentence for junta 


BUENOS AIRES (R) --The 
parents of a teenager who dis- 
appeared during military rule in 
Argentina said Tuesday they 
would seek life sentences for all 
nim» junta members tried for 
human rights abuses. 

The parents of Pablo Fernandez 
Meijkie. who was 17 when he was 
abducted in 1976 by armed men, 
told Reuters they would bring a 
supreme court action against rul- 
ings earlier this month by the court 
which tried the nine military lea- 
ders. 

The court ordered by President 
Raul Alfonsin to probe the dis- 
appearance of at least 9,000 peo- 
ple, during military rule, acquitted 
four of the junta members and 
sentenced three to shorter jail 


terms. 

Fbrrner military President Jorge 
Videla and -retired A dmira l Emi- 
lio Massera were jailed for life. 
Videla and two other junta mem- 
bers appealed Monday against 
conviction. 

The Me ij ides said they would 
challenge tee court's decision teat 
junta members could not be held, 
responsible for disappearances' 
which occurred under previous 
juntas. 

Videla, who led the military 
coup in 1976 which began eight 
years of military rule, was given a 
life sentence earlier this monte for 
his role in foe, krdqzqymg 
murder of thousands of suspected, 
leftist subversives.. 


Von Weizsaecker calls for 
release of Hitler’s deputy 


BONN (R) — West German Pre- 
sident Richard Von Weizsaecker 
called Tuesday for the release 
from jail of Rudolf Hess, former 
deputy of Nazi dictator Adolf Hit- 
ler. 

In his Christmas broadcast. Dr. 
Von Weizsaecker noted that Hess 
had now been imprisoned for 44 
years. 

“As Hitler's deputy he was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment ... As 
an old man of 92 he can have no 
more earthly ambitions. What 
purpose can such a sentence now 
serve? 

“In Hitler's time there was no 
mercy, but today the gesture of 
mercy would not lift the sentence 
for past crimes, but strengthen it,’* 
Dr. Von Weizsaecker said. 

The West German government 
has appealed for Hess' release in 
the past OQ h umanitarian grounds. 
Hess is the last remaining inmate 
of West Berlin's Spandau prison 
where he is guarded by troops of 


World War II allies Britain, Fra- 
nce, tee United States and tee 
Soviet Union. 

The Soviet Union has con- 
sistently refused appeals for tee 
release of Hess, who was captured 
in 1941 when he parachuted into 
Scotland on a private peace mis- 
sion. 

Dr. Von Weizsaecker also cal- 
led on tee South African gov- 
ernment to free jailed African nat- 
ionalist leader Nelson Mandela. 

“For 23 years Nelson Mandela 
has sat in jail because he opposed 
the laws of South Africa ... bec- 
ause he called for the equality of 
all people before God and jus- 
tice,'*!^ said. “In the cause of 
peace it is time to give him his 
freedom." 

> The West German president 
also expressed the hope that dis- 
sident Soviet physicist Andrei 
Sakharov would receive medical 
treatment from doctors of his cho- 
ice. 
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WASTE AN ACE 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

• J43 
9K95 
0 J8 

* AQJ9S 

WEST EAST 

+ 82 +K65 

CQJ107 <S>A8632 

0A763 OKS 

+ 653 +742 

SOUTH 
+ A Q 1097 
94 

O Q 10942 

4 KM 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 + Pm 2 + Pass 

2 0 Pass 2 + Pm 

3 0 Pm 3 NT Pm 

4 + Pm Pass Paw 

Opening lead: Queen of 9 . 

The quarterfinals of the 1984 
World Team Olympiad, held in 
Seattle, provided some exciting 
bridge. In particular, the match be- 
tween the U.S. and Austria was 
very dose. With one board to play, 
Austria led by 7 International 
Match Points, the equivalent of a 
partacore swing. Could the U.S. poll 
it off on the last band? 

The records show that both 
teams reached four spades. The 
opening lead wan the same— the 
queen of hearts. In both rooms the 
contract was made. So it looks as if 
tbe fates conspired to rob tee tLS. 


of a chance to win by faffing to pro- 
vide a possible swing board. How- 
ever, that was not the ease. 

In both rooms the teams reached 
four spades after a revealing auc- 
tion. South's bidding showed at 
least ten cards in the pointed suits 
(spades and diamonds). After the 
lead of the queen of hearts, both 
declarers played low In dummy and, 
when the queen won. West con- 
tinued with a heart. Declarer raff- 
ed, crossed to dummy with a club 
and ran the jack of spades. Whea 
this won. the finesse was repeated 
and declarer claimed ten tricks. 

The winning defense is for East 
to overtake the queen of hearts 
with the ace and shift to the king of 
diamonds and another. On the third 
round of the suit East can ovemiff 
dummy tor down one. 

Obviously, this is not an easy 
defense to find— this hand was 
played at eight tables In the quar- 
terfinals and not one defender solv- 
ed the problem. But you can con- 
struct a convincing argument in 
favor of this defense. 

From East's point of view, even if 
the defenders can cash a second 
round of hearts it does not seem 
that they can take two more tricks 
—both the king of spades and the 
king of diamonds seem well placed 
and, if declarer is missing the king 
of dubs, it is Snessabfe- Playing 
partner tor the ace of diamonds 
would appear to be the only hope of 
setting the contract. 


instructions and told her she bad 
until 5 pju. to leave Soweto. 

She was escorted to the airport 
Monday nigh t by security police 
where die took a plane to Cape 
Town in order to visit her husband 
in nearby Pollsmoor Prison Tue- 
sday and on Christmas Day. 

Law And Order Minister Louis 
Le Grange cut short a holiday to 
visit the Durban blast scene cov- 
ered with blood, fallen masonry 
and shattered glass. 

He said foe attack was “a das- 
tardly deed of the most hor- 
rendous nature and is in line with 
the declared policy of the ANC 
(African National Congress) to 
attack soft targets — in this ins- 
tance innocent women and chi- 
ldren. 

“The South African police will 
work tirelessly night and day to 
unmask the culprits so that justice 
can take its course," he declared. 

The ANC is the main guerrilla 
group fighting to topple white rule 
in Pretoria. 

Police said they found the bod- 
ies of two black men after firing 
shotguns at flag-carrying mar- 
chers in Soweto township, the 
country’s largest, outside Joh- 
annesburg. 

Five people were injured in the 
incident and 227 black people 
were arrested during violent pro- 
test elsewhere in the country, pol- 
ice said. 

Columbia 
liftoff 
postponed 
for . 2 days 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — The space shuttle Col- 
umbia’s scheduled Jan. 4 liftoff 
was postponed for two days to 
allow die five-member crew add- 
itional training, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Adm- 
inistration (NASA) said. 

The Columbia was originally to 
have taken off last week but the 
fli gh t was aborted 14 seconds bef- 
ore liftoff because .a computer 
warned of a mechanical failure.. 

NASAsaid the' delay; to Mon- 
day Jan. 6, would also cause a 
one-day delay in tile scheduled 
Jan. 22 flight of the shuttle Cha- 
llenger. The Challenger was res- 
cheduled for a Jan. 23 liftoff. 

NASA said Columbia’s crew 
had been given extra time off for 
Christmas and would be drilled on 
a simulator for two days whea the 
holiday period was over to 'res- 
harpen their skills. 


India’s 
youngest 
government 
sworn in 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) - A 
32-year-old student militant was 
sworn in Tuesday as chief minister 
of India’s youngest state gov- 
ernment after defeating Prime 


Philippines names election watchdog 


MANILA (R) - 


the Philippine presidential ele- 
ctions on Feb. 7. 

After a two-day public hearing 
the commission on elections aut- 


oversee the parliamentary polls 
last May in which the opposition 
won more than 50 seats in the 
180-member National Assembly. 

Meanwhile armed forces chief 
Gfcn- Fabian Ver said Tue- 
sday more than 4,500 rebels, sol- 


President Ferdinand Marcos 
said in a re-election campaign 

speech 10 days ago that more than 

10,000 dvmns alone had been 
kflied by guerrillas this year. 

The NPA had fewer than 100 
fighters when it first look to the 




90,000 polling centres to guard 
.against fraud. 

The election pits President Fer- 
(D Party in Assam’s Dec. llfele-* efinand Marcos, who has ruled the 
coons. country for 20 years, against Cor- 

azon Aquino, widow of murdered 
opposition politician Benigno 
Aqaino. 

Comelec Chairman Victorino 
Savellano said other civic groups 
could also be assigned watchdog 
roles. 

NamfreJ was the same group 
authorised by tee commission to 


FREL) to assign one watcher in year. 

each of the ccnmtry’s more than He told reporters in a year-end. 


ebons. 

PrafuUa Mahanta. leader of tee 
three-month-old Assam People’s 
Front (APF), took the oath of off- 
ice before thousands of cheering 
supporters in an open-air stadium 
in the Assam state capita] Gau- 
hati. . 

Mahanta, who has vowed to 
expel thousands of illegal imm- 
igrants from the strategic north 
east state, beads a government of 
students whose ages range from 
25 to 35 years. 

The AFF has been dubbed the 
bachelor party by tee press since 
only 12 of its 64 members who will 
sit in the new 126-sear state ass- . 
embly axe married. 

The youngsters, appealing to , 
Assamese regionalism and anti- 
immigrant sentiment, wrested the 1 
state of 22 million people from 
Congress which had ruled there 
for all bat two years since 1952. 

Congress (1), which lost state 
elections in Punjab to the Sikhs* 
Akali Dal Party in September, 
held on to just 23 assembly seats. 
It won 80 per cent of seats m the 
last poll in 1983 which was widely 
boycotted by the militants.' 

Mahanta, a bearded, high caste 
Br ahmin. Hindu, said his test pri- 
ority was to detect and expel ill- 
egal Muslim immigr ants from nei- 
ghbouring Bangladesh. 

Ethnic Assamese anger against 
the Bengali-speaking immigrants 
led to widespread violence during 
the 1983 elections and more than 
3,000 people were killed. 

Mahanta vowed to implement 
an Aug. 15 peace accord between 
the militant s and Mr. Gandhfs 
government. The agreement calls 
for tee deportation of immigrants 1 
who settled in Assam after 1971 
and strips those who settled there 
between 1966 and 1971 of voting 
rights for 10 years. 

Mahanta described the new 
government as a “unique exp- 
eriment.” 

■ ‘‘For the first time in the world, 
stuefcots are going, to turn a gov- 
ernment,” tie told ted Associated 
Press. “We are confident we can 
prove to the world that youths can 
ran a government more eff- 
iciently. 

Addressing the large crowd, 
Mahanta said: “This government 
has come to power because of the 
sacrifices of many youths during 
the long years of agitation. We 
promise their sacrifices will not be 
in vain." 


review Monday night that the 
Communist Party of the Phi- 
lippines and its military arm, the 
New People’s Army (NPA) rem- 
ained a “major threat to national 
security." 

Gen. Ver said tee death toll 


complied 1,242 soldiers, 2,071 power for 20 ycare r has accused 
guerrillas and 1,195 civilians, the opposition m campaign spe- 
almost the same level as teat of eefaes of having Communist links 
last year. He said the NPA this and said teat if be is defeated in 
year “managed to make modest elections ra February they "may 
game in various aspects” but did turn tee Philippines into another 
not elaborate. Kampuchea or Vietnam,'' 


Nigeria 
arrests 
more coup 
plotters 

LAGOS (R) — More people have 
been arrested in connection with 
an abortive riot to topple Nigerian 
President Ibrahim Babangida, 
Information Minister Anthony 
Ukpo said. 

But Col. Ukpo declined to give 
any details of the plot against Gen. 
Babangida and said tee gov- 
ernment would still not name tee 
plotters. 

“More people have been arr- 
ested since the announcement (of 
the plot) was made on Friday," 
Col. Ukpo said on televirion 
Monday nig ht. 

He said the government was 
aware of speculation Knlring many 
people with the plot and would do 
its best to publish tee names of the 
plotters soon, but investigations 
had to to be completed test. 

High-ranking milit ary sources 
say three generals are among 
those being held. Defence Min- 
ister Gen. Domkat Bali has said 
toe plotters will be punished under 
military law. 

At Dodd an Barracks, Gen. 
Babangida’s headquarters, tee 
ruling militar y co uncil met for 
many boors Monday. Reporters 
counted only 18 of the 28 mem- 
bers going in but Col. Ukpo said 
some were -late, and others tied up 
wifostati^affpirs,.,, . 

Authorities say tee plotters' 
grievances included Gen. Bab- 
angkla’s liberal h»man rights pol- 
icy, which his chief spokesman, 
Duro Onabule, said Monday 
would not change. 

The plotters were also angry 
because Nigeria rejected an Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund loan 
and were opposed to the app- 
ointment of middle-ranking off- 
icers to senior position. 


3 die as plane crashes 
into crowded U.S. mall 


CONCORD, California (R) — A 
light plane crashed through the 
glass roof of a crowded shopping 
centre and sprayed burning debris 
over Christmas shoppers, killing 
three pepple and injuring at least 
50, police said. 

Parts of the plane crashed close 
to children queuing to see Father 
Christinas. Ten of tee injured, inc- 
luding three children, were badly 
burned, police said. 

The plane exploded in a giant 
fireball which sent flames shooting 
30 to 40 feet (10 to 23 metres) into 
the air, a woman shopper said. 

“I thought we had been struck 
by an earthquake,”’ she said. 

A young father said : “ We were 
standing there to get our picture 
taken with Santa dans. Then all 
of a sudden it was red hot and we 
just took off running. The ceiling 
started to come down and I got tar 
all over me." 


France to compensate 
Greenpeace for ship 


Basques kill retired Spanish general 

PAMPLONA, Spain (R) —ETA city centre in protest at the death expert who performed a second 


PAMPLONA, Spain (R) — ETA 
guerrillas, bolstered.by a wave of 
public ' sympathy following tee 
death in cml guard custody of a 
Basque, have apparently ret- 
aliated by killing a retired par- 
amilitary officer. 

A man and a woman were inv- 
olved in the murder of Gen. Juan 
A tares Pena, who was shot thr- 
ough tee head Monday as he str- 
olled in this northern capital of 
Navaree. 

Police said the attack bore the 
hallmark of ETA (Basque Hom- 
eland And Freedom) separatist 
guerrillas who have killed 35 peo- 
ple this year. 

The killing came one day after 
thousands marched through the 


city centre in protest at the death expert who performed a second 
of Mikel ZabaJza, a Navarre-born autopsy at foe request of Zab- 
bus driver who was found floating alza’s famfliy said doubts would 


PARIS (R) — France has begun 
negotiations to compensate the 
ecology group Greenpeace for 
sinking its flagship Rainbow War- 
rior as it prepared to leada protest 
flotilla against French nuclear 
tests in the Pacific. 

An External Relations Ministry 
spokesman Monday said France 
had sjgned ^ agreement _ with 
Greenpeace’" admitting ’res- 
ponsibility for the July 10 bom- 
bing In Auckland harbour and 
had agreed to direct talks with foe 
ecologists over a settlement for 
damages. 

. Two French secret agents are 
serving a 10-year jail term in New 
Zealand for the bombing. 

Under tee accord, France 
has agreed to submit any dispute 
over die amount of compensation 
to a three-man international tri- 
bunal in Geneva if the two parties 
foil to reach a settlement in 90 
days. 

Although foe government has 
admitted the agents were acting 


under orders, tee agreement to 
negotiate with Greenpeace was 
seen by observers as symbolically 
important 

Greenpeace International Cha- 
irman David McTaggart said tee 
deal was concluded by Lloyd Cut- 
ler, a U5. lawyer, and French 
lawyer Daniel Soulez Lariviere, 
who defended the two agents now 
in jail. 

Mr. McTaggart said: “The only 
issue to be adjudicated will be the 
amount of damages France must : 
pay to Greenpeace.’* 

He quoted Mr. Cutler as saying , 
France’s agreement to comply 1 
vote the ruling of an international 
tribunal and avoid the problems of 
national courts was tire most pra- 
ctical way of obtaining “tee moral 
and financial satisfaction that is 
Greenpeace’s just due.” 

Paris is locked in a dispute with 
New Zealand, which has dem- 
anded up to 20 million dollars 
($10 million) in damages for vio- 
lation of its sovereignty. 


in a river 19 days after he dis- 
appeared while under civil guard 
custody. 

Zabalza’ s death sparked a wave 
of protest including a one-day 
general strike in tee Basque cou- 
ntry. 

The government said Zabalza 
confessed to links with ETA and 
drowned as he tried to escape 
while leading guardsmen to an 
arms cache. His family denied he 
had any connection with guerrillas 
and accused foe guards of tor- 
turing him to death. 

Post-mortems showed he dro- 
wned and his body bore no traces 
of violence. But a Danish forensic 


remain over whether someone 
drowned him. 

Analysts saw the Zabalza case 
as a political bonus for the gue- 
rrillas, whose popularity was low 
after killing a Basque conscript 
with separatist leanings in an att- 
ack on a navy vehicle last mouth. 

Monday’s attack was foe worst 
since July, when ETA guerrillas 
killed the Defence Ministry’s dir- 
ector pf defence policy, Vice- 
Admiral Fausto Escrigas, in Mad- 
rid. 

The last general killed by ETA, 
in January 1984, was a former 
commander of foe Madrid mil- 
itary region. 


Liberal candidate wins 
Honduran presidential polls 


Pakistan awaits last post for mar tial law 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistanis 
are waiting in suspense for Pre- 
sident Mohammad Zia U1 Haq to 
sound the last post for more than 
eight years of military rule. 

Gen. Zia has promised to end 
martial law by Dec. 31. But cha- 
racteristically he has kept eve- 
ryone guessing about the ' actual 
date whea the civilian parliament 
elected in supervised elections last 
February will take over the day- 
to-day Work of government. 

Gen. Zia was originally exp- 
ected to make the announcement 
Wednesday — birth date of Moh- 
ammad Ali Jamah, the founder of 
Pakistan. Most commentators say 
they now expect the president to 
make his crucial speech on Friday 
or Saturday. 

Even government officials say 
they do not know foe date and 
point out that Gen. Zia has always 
created an air of mystery around 
his most important proclamations . 

“Nobody is giving any dates” 
an Information Ministry official 
told Reuters. “There is nothing I 
can tell you 

Gen. Zia promised to hold ele- 
ctions in 90 days whea he seized 
power as army chief in July 1977, 
toppling Prime Minister Zntfflnir 
Ali Bhutto who was later hanged. 

However, he twice postponed 
tire elections and continued mar- 
tial law. It has now lasted eight and 


half years — the longest of Pak- 
istan’s three periods of military 
rale. 

Gen. Zia’s important ann- 
ouncements, starting with his coup 
against Mr. Bhutto, have always 
been either complete surprises or 
shrouded in confusion until the 
last minute. 

In August 1983 he advanced at 
short notice a speech saying he 
would hold elections. In Dec- 
ember 1984 he stunned foe cou- 
ntry with a December 1984 tel- 
evision address announcing he 
would hold a referendum to give 
him another fire years in power. 

Hjs speech last January to give 
fire eventual election date was 
expected for three days. It was 
only when lights did not go outone 
evening for the usual winterpower 
cuts that Pakistanis knew he 
would speak on television an hour 
later. 

After foe widespread spe- 
culation that Gen. Zia would ann- 
ounce the end of martial law 
Wednesday, attention shifted to a 
joint session of the National Ass- 
embly and Senate he called for 
Tuesday the meeting will adjourn 
Wednesday • and then resume on 
following days. 

Officials thought he would use 
the session as an opportunity to 
make his announcement How- 
ever, ambassadors usually invited 
to hear important speeches had 


not seen called by Monday, one 
envoy said. 

Geo: Zia. is due to go to Lahore 
Wednesday and Thursday for his 
son’s wedding, making those days 
less likely for foe move. 

“Zia is a general and surprise is 
one of his tactics,'' one opposition 
poUtician said earlier this year. 

Banned opposition parties say 
they fear martial law wiD continue 

in another form even after it is 
officially lifted. They point to a 
constitutional amendment passed 
by the parliament last month par- 
doning Gen. Zia for the coup and 
writing most of his decrees under 
military rale into law. 

But Justice and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Iqbal Ahmad 
Khan said last month Gen. Zia 
would repeal most of tire decrees. . 

Gen. Zia has not made dear if 
he will continue to remain as army 
chief of staff, a post he had held 
since 1976- 

The position helped him foil at 
least two plots by officers to ove- 
rthrow him. 

Opposition groups have called 
for rallies in Lahore and Raw- 


TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Jose Azcona Hoyo of foe 
Liberal Party, a 58-year-old civil 
engineer, was declared the winner 
of the presidential election. 

The announcement Monday by 
the National Elections Tribunal 
came nearly a month after Hon- 
duras voted Nov. 24 for a pre- 
sident, a new congress and may- 
ors. 

Mr. Azcona Hoyo is to be ina- 
ugurated Jan. 27 for a four-year 
term, succeeding Roberto Suazo 
Cordova in the first peaceful tra- 
nsition between two civilian gov- 
ernments in more than half a cen- 


Rafael Palacios Tosta, pre- 
sident of the tribunal, said in a nat- 
ionwide broadcast that the tri- 
bunal received, counted’ and scr- 
utinised foe ballots cast in 285 
municipalities around tire country. 

Nine candidates from four par- 
ties ran for the presidency but the 
tribunal announced only the total 
votes for each party. Mr. Azcona 
was declared winner under a for- 
mula awarding tee presidency to 
the top vote-getter in foe party 
that won the most votes. 

Mr. Suazo Cordova’s election in 
1981 ended 15 years of military 
rule. Mr. Suazo Gudova, a 59- 
year-old physician, had tried uns- 
uccessfully last year to amend a 
constitutional ban on re-election. 

The presidency last passed pea- 
cefully from one civilian adm- 
, imstratbn to tire next in 1929. 
Since then the militar y has con- 
trolled the government, often res- 
orting to coups. 

LLS. officials had expressed 
strong interest in a fair and open 
groups nave election that would keep Hon- 

£ ? r - 1 5? l S^ L ? 1Dre an ! Raw ; Tunis’ young democracy alive, 
alpmdi Wednesday as a show of Honduras has come to play a kev 
anti-government strength. In res- role in U.S. policy in Central 

nnncp nitfnnrt+ifte- Ka4i rnttme a . ■ . ■ r J — 


ponse, authorities in both dties 
banned public meetings for two 
months and more than 40 dis- 
sidents were rounded up in Lah- 
ore. _ 


America since the leftist Sao- 
dinistas came to power in nei- 
ghbouring Nicaragua in 1979. 

Mr. Azcona, who like other 
candidates offered few specific 


campaign promises, pledged to 
strengthen Honduras’ ties with the 
United States, although he did not 
say what that would mean. 

He also promised a government 
of honesty and austerity, and said 
he supported a unified effort in 
Latin America to renegotiate the 
region’s large foreign debt.' 

The elections panel said the 
Liberal Party won with 786, 594 
votes for it s four candidates, fol- 
lowed by the National Party with 
701,406 votes for its three can- 
didates. 

Rounding out the voting were 
the recently founded Christian 
Democratic Party, with 30,173 
votes, and the Innovation and 
Unity Party with 23 ,705, the panel 
said. Each party entered one can- 
didate. 

A total 1,597,841 people voted, 
out of 1,901,756 who were eli- 
gible, according to the elections : 
panel. 

Early returns in the days after 
the election showed Mr. Azcona 
Hoyo trailing far behind the rival- : 
nationals’ leading candidate, bus-' 
inessman Rafael Leonardo Cat- 
lejas. 

The formula that assured Mr. 
Azcona Hoyo’s victory was part of 
an election reform package app- 
roved last fell, and ran counter to 
the method prescribed in tire 
Honduran constitution. The con- 
stitutional formula called for ele- 
ction of a president by simple 
majority. 

Prospects for a peaceful tra- 
nsition of civil government were 
clouded just before the election; 
when the elections tribunal waited 
until boors before foe polls ope- 
ned to announce which method it 
would use in dedariogtfae winner. 

Many observers saw tee ele- 
ction reform as an attempt by Mr. 
Suazo Cordova to help his hand-, 
picked candidate, Oscar Mejia 
Arellano, a Liberal. But Mejia tell 
far behind foe leaders in early 
counting. 



Chicago Saota 


horsed the nation? 1 citizens mov- drers and dvitfens were killfid in hills in 1969. T oda y the army est- 
ement for free elections (NAM- the Philippines’ guerrilla war tins imates itsstrengfo atup to I3JJOT 


Gen. Ver said tee guerrfllas 
operated mostly in remote areas 
and exertedvaryingdegreestrfmf- 
luence over five per centof tiie 54 
million population. 

• In the past five years 4,031 soi- 
iders, 6,213 guerrillas and 3.852 
civilians had been killed. 

Mr. Marcos, who has held 


Three of those burned were 
doused by shoppers in an orn- 
amental fountain before amb- 
ulances arrived on the scene. 

The twin-engine plane was 
making a second attempt to land 
in heavy fog at Buchanan Airfield 
on foe outskirts of Concord, 50 
kilometres north east of San Fra- 
ncisco, when it crashed through 
the roof of the three-storey Sim 
Valley Shopping Centre. 

The pilot and his passenger 
were listed by police as among the 
dead. 

The tail section of the plane was 
left Han g in g from the roof over a 
department store. Other pieces of 
wreckage crashed through the 
roof to tire floor of tire complex. 

The malTs sophisticated spr- 
inkler system was activated by the 
flames and probably prevented a 
worse tragedy, a fire department 
spokesman said. 




NEW YORK (R) - hr a nation 
where children now get vidoo 
games, computers and even robots 
for Christmas, they still believe 
that boys are delivered by an okl 
bearded man wearing a red suit 
and travelling in a sled drawn by 
reindeers. Doubt over Ame ri can 
children's belief in Father- Chr- 
isxmas was first voiced in 1897 
when a little girl called Virginia 
wrote to the New York Sun new- 
spaper asking if Sama Cans really 
existed. In a much-quoted article, 
editor Francis Church replied: 
“Yes. Virginia, there is a Santa 
Qaus." The children of the Uni- 
ted States have now echoed that 
sentiment in a nationwide poll car- 
ried out by the New York Times. 
The results of the polL published, 
Tuesday, showed mat 87 per cent 
of American children between the 
ages of three and 10 believe in 
Santa. In feet, the telephone sur- 
vey of 261 children made between 
Dec. 14. and Dec. 18 showed 
that every three-year-oki int- 
erviewed was awaiting . Santa’s 
visit. The 10-year-okls were a fit- 
tie more cynical —only two- thirds 
thought the gifts they will find 
under the Christmas free Wed- 
nesday came from Santa’s toy fac- 
tory at tire North Pole. 

Delhi police plan 
crackdown on 
pinchers 

NEW DELHI (R).- Police in 
New Delhi have made a New 
Year’s resolution to set wandering 
bands on the straight and narrow 
by cracking down on bottom pin- 
chers and gropere. They promised 
women’s groups in the Indian cap- 
ital to launch a camp aign in Jan- 
uary against sexual harassuent of 
women, known in India as “Eve 
Teasing.]* Civilian volunteers will 
join plainclothes officers at has 
stands, cinema queues and outside, 
women's colleges, police said. 
They will also ride as vigilantes on 
'the city’s crowded buses, a fav- 
ourite haunt of the free-fingered. 

Triplets bora to 
woman after artificial 
insemination 

BAHRAIN (R) — A Saudi 
woman, who had an artificial ins- 
emination operation m Jeddah, 
has given birth to triplets, doctors 
in foe Red Sea port Tuesday. 
They told Reuters by tdephone 
the birth was the first by ar tificial 
insemination in the kingdom. The 
mother and three girls are in good 
health. Saudi Arabia this year 
began allowing both artificia] ins- 
emination and embryo transfer 
operations under certain con- t 


nurse as father dies 

SAN PABLO, California (R) — 
A distraught son demanding that 
his terminally ill fetiter be allowed 
to dre with dignify held a pistol to 8 
nurse’s neck while the older man’s 
life-support system was unp- 
lugged and he died, police sakL 
The son, 37-year old Edward 
Baker, then quietly surrendered 


kesmen refused to say who dis- 
connected the respirator dwrmg 
the Saturday night incident or bow 
long the death watch lasted. A 
hospital employee said Baker held 
the gun with both hands. “Eve- 
tyoirefo tire room was frozen," he 
said. Baker repeatedly told hos- 
pital officials he wanted Jhh 69- 
year-Okl father, Edward C. Baker, 
to. die with' dignity, according to a 
brief police statement. The sta- 
tement described tire father's con- 
tfitioD before be died as t* * nriba l 
after a cancer operation 12 days 






